[image: image2.wmf]Let me introduce you to my friend.  

By: Christa Conway

His name is Jesus.  Most of us barrel racers know people from all walks of life, thanks to this sport.  We can usually call one of our “horsey friends” and get new tires, our hair cut or even legal advice.

We are usually obliged to introduce our “horsey friends” to one another.  Then we all reap the benefits of these connections in the long run.

The one friend whom we probably aren’t sure about introducing to those who don’t know Him is Jesus.  And He is the one that offers the most out of a friendship with Him. He is the one with the really important connections, to say the least. 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to Father except through me.”John 14:16

Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.  John 1:12

Jesus is a friend you can count on.  He’ll be there anytime you need Hiim.

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help. And He will say: Here I am.  Isaiah 43:4

He has our back when others hold ill will towards us.

When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies live at peace with him.  Proverbs 16:7

He comforts us when we are tired and gives us peace of mind when we talk to Him.

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  Matthew 11:28

He is one of the best friends you could ever ask for.  The guy would lay down His life for you!  In fact, He already has!

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16

Really, Jesus is the type of friend that we should want to share with everyone.  We should be proud to let people know that we consider Him our friend.

It’s fun to sit around at the shows and see if we know the same people in the horse circles.  Name dropping or whatever you want to call it.  It is a small world.  And usually there will be several friends that we have in common.  But to how many people do we drop that name?  How many times have you been bold enough to say, “Let me introduce you to my friend, Jesus.”?

Maybe it’s time we all (including myself) made a concieous effort to share this special friend with those who haven’t realized the awesome things that can happen just by knowing  Him.

But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.         2 Timothy 1:10

Salvation’s Free

By: Betty Rice
How beautiful Heaven must have been,      And to think you gave it up for all my sins.      For me to live eternally, Let your life end at thirty three.              For you have given me heaven above          And you did it with your undying love.              It was my sins that made you die, Sometimes I stop and wonder why.           How you could love someone like me.  Because of you I am set free.                            I guess I’ll never understand             How you can love all mortal man.             Not one or two of just one race,                  But each and every homeless face.           All the children playing here and there         You love people everywhere.             You want us all to enter in                           And be forgiven of our sins.              Salvation’s free,     God’s work is done Through Jesus Christ, His only Son.             So ask the Lord to save your soul                   And up to Heaven you will go.                    The time is now so don’t delay.                        Don’t put it off another day.                       Don’t send yourself to hell I pray.  Amen

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  1 John 5:11

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!          2 Corinthians 5:17
Billboards From Heaven

Via e-mail

I’m sure you’ve all seen the billboards that are popping up across the country.  They are black with simple white typing and all are signed like they are from God.  Someone forwarded the list of these to me, so I thought I’d pass them along.  They ought to give you something to think bout.

· Tell the kids I love them.

· Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the game.

· C’mon over and bring the kids.

· What part of “Thou shall not” didn’t you understand?

· We need to talk.

· Keep using my name in vain and I’ll make rush hour longer.

· Loved the wedding, invite me to the marriage.

· That “love thy neighbor” thing…I meant that.

· I love you and you and you and you and…

· Will the road you’re on get you to my place?

· Follow me.

· Big bang theory, you’ve got to be kidding.

· My way is the high way.

· Need Directions?

· You think it’s hot here.

· Have you read my #1 best seller? There will be a test.

· Do you have any idea where you’re going?

· Don’t make me come down there.


Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.  Psalm 37:4

Everyday Blessings

By: Christa Conway

I thought I’d list a few things for which I am thankful and give God some praise.  Most of these are simple, but often taken for granted.  Take some time to thank God for the everyday blessings.  This is just the tip of the iceberg.  I’ll include more each month.

1. Sunshine, even on days I can’t see it, I know it’s there.  Warmth and light both come from the sun.

2. Grass, even though I have to mow it, I have a yard where my kids can play.

3. The horses, even though they’re stalls have to be cleaned and they have to be cared for and ridden.  They bring so much to our lives.

4. My telephone, it can ring at some of the worst times, but I can talk to my favorite people any time I want.

5. Rain, sometimes it’s nice to have a day where you simply can’t get outside to get anything done.

6. Kids calling for “Mommy” in the middle of the night, or any other time.  That little voice will eventually change and they’ll eventually be calling me on the phone instead of from down the hall.  I’m going to try to enjoy it while they are still little, even though sometimes I want to change my name.

7. Holding hands.  Whether it is with my kids or with my husband.  It is nice to know that I am loved and it makes me feel closer to them somehow.  Though sometimes there may be gum stuck to little fingers, it’s worth it.

About Me and My Family

I am pretty much including this in every newsletter for a while.  I am hoping that it is reaching many new people and they may want to know a little about me.

My name is Christa Conway.  Most of you know me from the barrel races around central Indiana, some from rodeos and still some from the futurities.   I am married to Vick Conway and we have two kids, Garrett (5) and Gracie (1).  We live in Muncie, Indiana and we barrel race.  Of course, that means we are horse crazy.  We have anywhere from ten to 20 horses in our barn at any given time.  We train a few outside horses, so it varies.  My whole family is into the barrel-racing scene.  My dad sells tack, my mom rides, my aunts, uncles and cousins ride.  My grandpa rides and coaches us.

I am a born-again Christian.  I asked Jesus into my heart when I was about 9 years old.  I love Jesus.  I know that He died for my sins and everyone else’s.  I try to be like Him, but have a long, long way to go.

I have been sharing some of my blessings in this newsletter, and I have been realizing even more blessings through it.

I hope that everyone who reads it gets something from the words.  I know that it has blessed my family and me.  

Kicks And Giggles

Keep in mind I have two small children!  I put a few more of these in here this month.

Q:  What gets wetter the more it dries?

A:  A towel!


Q:  What is at the bottom of Shamu the whale’s pool at Sea World?

A:  Sham”poo”


   One night a burglar is trying to break into a house. He's sneaking across the lawn when he hears a voice -

 "Jesus is watching you!"

 He jumps, turns around, but he doesn't see anything. So he starts creeping across the lawn again. "Jesus is watching you!" 

 He hears it again. So now the burglar is really looking around, and he sees a parrot in a cage by the side of the house. He says to the parrot,

 "Did you say that?"

 The parrot answers "Yes I did." 

 So the burglar says, "What's your name?" 

 The parrot says "Clarence." The burglar says, "What kind of stupid idiot would name his parrot Clarence?" 

The parrot laughs and says,

 "The same stupid idiot that named his Rottweiler 'Jesus' "


 There was this Christian lady that had to do a lot of traveling for her business, so she did a lot of flying. Flying made her nervous, so she always took her Bible along with her to read and it helped relax her. One time, she was sitting next to a man. When he saw her pull out her Bible, he gave a little chuckle and went back to what he was doing. After awhile, he turned to her and asked, "You don't really believe all that stuff in there do you?" The lady replied, "Of course I do. It is the Bible." He said, "Well, what about that guy that was swallowed by that whale?" She replied, "Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that, it is in the Bible." He asked, "Well, how do you suppose he survived all that time inside the whale?" The lady said, "Well, I don't really know. I guess when I get to heaven, I will ask him." "What if he isn't in heaven?" the man asked sarcastically. "Then you can ask him,” replied the lady.
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Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

I really appreciate all of the things I’ve been receiving, and I’m including them each month…  

But, I haven’t gotten any “testimonies” from anyone for a while.   Send them to me… please?
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

***UPDATE*** 
*Fred Bennett, husband of Dianne, is still undergoing treatments, although they are going to try something new.  They consider him a miracle because they said he should’ve been gone in March.  He is upbeat and says he’s going to beat it.  Keep the Bennett’s in your prayers.
  *Brothers and Sisters who do not know Jesus Christ.  Let’s pray that we, as Christians, find the strength to help others come to know Him.

*Family of Benjamin Konger*

Benjamin Konger was 20 years old when he passed away in a car accident on August 7, 2004.  He was active in the horse and pony program in Noble County.  He leaves behind his parents, Mike and Beth Konger, a brother, Lucas and a sister, Jessica.  Please keep this family in your prayers.

**Nancy Adkins’ father**

Nancy Adkins lost her mother over Memorial Day weekend after a long battle with lung cancer.  Her father is having a difficult time with the loss of his wife.  They did everything together and the loneliness and emptiness is setting in.  Nancy asked that we please keep him in our prayers.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

Last & most important thought…

Jesus died as the final sacrifice.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
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