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I received this in an e-mail and thought it was a pretty interesting take on the 23rd Psalm.  See what you think.

The Lord is my shepard-             That’s relationship!         I shall not want        That’s supply!                He maketh me to lie down in green pastures                    That’s rest!                He leadeth me beside the still waters       That’s refreshment!             He restoreth my soul    That’s healing!              He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness             That’s guidance!                   For His name sake            That’s purpose!       Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death     That’s testing!                  I will fear no evil      That’s protection!     For Thou art with me   That’s faithfulness!     Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me    That’s discipline!    Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of mine enemies   That’s hope!         Thou annointest my head with oil        That’s consecration!     My cup runneth over    That’s abundance!     Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life    That’s blessing!     And I will dwell in the house of the Lord    That’s security!   Forever               That’s eternity!

All of those promises in one verse of the bible!
About Me and My Family

I included this in the first newsletter, but I thought I’d put it in here every once in a while for those who may not know me.

   My name is Christa Conway.  Most of you know me from the barrel races around central Indiana.   I am married to Vick Conway and we have two kids, Garrett (5) and Gracie (1).  We live in Muncie, Indiana and we barrel race.  Of course, that means we are horse crazy.  We have anywhere from ten to 20 horses in our barn at any given time.  We train a few outside horses, so it varies.  My whole family is into the barrel-racing scene.  My dad sells tack, my mom rides, my aunts, uncles and cousins ride.  My grandpa rides and coaches us.

I am a born-again Christian.  I love Jesus.  I know that He died for my sins and everyone else’s.  I try to be like Him, but have a long, long way to go.  I want to share some of my blessings in this newsletter, and I hope I realize even more blessings through it.

Send Me Stories!!!  Please!!!

I am running out of my own anecdotes.  Okay, not really.  But aren’t you ready to hear about someone else’s family for a change?  Don’t worry, I’m sure God will make sure that I get just enough to fill the five pages every month…He has so far.

I just really enjoy hearing how God has blessed others.  Like someone mentioned during church at Turn N Burn:  We are all very blessed just to be in the horse business!  How true is that?

I know I would love to hear from any of you out there who have stories to share.  I can mention your name or leave you anonymous if you’re shy.

I have added poems and stories by Nikki Fincher, Christal Craig and Betty Rice.  I am sure there are more of you out there who are willing to share with your barrel racing family

Until then…here’s more from ME.  

You Reap What You Sow!

By: Christa Conway

How many times have you witnessed someone doing something they shouldn’t be doing and thought (or said), “Well, they’ll be sorry…because you reap what you sow”?  

I know I’ve caught my self thinking those words at one time or another.  Lately I have been thinking a lot about that promise from God.  In Galatians 6:9, the bible say’s: Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Now, being around horses, most of us live out in the country and have watched the farmers get busy planting in the spring.  Why do they go to all that trouble?  HARVEST!  Is harvest a good thing?  You bet…ask any farmer!  That is their livlihood and their source of income, of course it is a good thing.

That is the message that God is sending through this metaphor.  We are to not become weary in doing good…like the farmers are out, day and night when the weather permits getting those seeds in the ground.  Of course they get tired, but they stay out there until they’re done.  Why?  Because they know that in the fall, there will be a harvest!

…for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  It really is amazing to look at a seed and think that someday, in the right conditions, it could become an apple tree, or a tomato plant or a stalk of corn.  We know that it will happen, we’ve seen it year after year as the farmers go to the fields to reap their harvests.

We should plant good seeds in our daily lives and nurture them like we would a tomato seed or like the farmers nurture their crops.  Then, we also need to give our “seed” time to grow…let God do His work with the seed.  If we do this, then just leave it be for a while, it will produce something far greater than the seed that was planted.

Are you planting good seeds?  Remember, weeds have seeds too!  Let’s just try to plant far more good than  bad.  We will ALL benefit in the long run.  
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“…Others, like the seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop-thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”

Mark 4:20

My Promise Book

By: Christa Conway

I have a special little book that I carry everywhere with me in my purse.  It gives me comfort when I am sad, reassurance when I am weary and strength when I am weak.  It is my Bible Promise Book.

I have written of this book before.  Buzz and Donna Charles gave me my first Promise Book a few years ago when I was nervous about a futurity.  I still have the same one in my purse today.

It is just what the title says…a book of Bible Promises.  God’s Word is full of promises.  And His word will not return void!  There is so much power in the word of God!  I pull that little book out all the time.  It is divided into subjects and promises related to that subject.

When I am sad there are promises of Comfort……Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.  Psalm 37:39

When I am unsure there are promises of Guidance…….In all your ways acknowledge him and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:6

There are promises concerning Guilt and Forgiveness……….As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.  Psalm 103:12
There are promises of Hope, Love, Courage, Success and Protection.

There are promises aimed specifically towards Husbands, Wives and Children.

And of course there are promises about God’s greatest gift, Salvation!
I encourage everyone to pick up one of these little books.  Then, if you find yourself needing some advice, reassurance or just a moment during the day to get quiet with God, you will have a quick reference to His Word right there at your fingertips.

[image: image2.wmf]
Words From Nikki…

By:  Nikki Fincher
I saw a child who couldn’t walk, sit on a horse and laugh and talk.

I saw a child who could only crawl, mount a horse and sit up tall.

I saw a child born into strife, take up and hold the reins of life.

And that same child was heard to say, “Thank You, God, for showing me the way.”

The Barrel Racer

Compliments of Barrelhorses.com bulletin board…

She didn’t see me when I drove up,               she was tuning a new horse, I saw.            She was jogging slow circles and talking to him,                    indoors ‘cause the weather was raw.

I leaned over the gate and asked her some questions,                she sized me up as we talked.                     She rode through the pattern while talking to me,                        slow easy, just a trot and a walk.

She told me this horse was coming three,     her mom had him a couple years.             He hunted “BOOGERS” when she first started him out,                   but they’d about conquered all of his fears.

She didn’t know much about his breeding,    but she said, “this rascal can run,                   and set and turn, and leave that barrel,       like a bullet leaving a gun.”

She talked a good story, knew all the right words,                 talked rating and pockets and leads.    Said he had a good mouth and a really good mind,                      just everything a barrel horse needs.

I finally asked if she’d sell him,                  She said not ‘til the futurities are done.     Then she asked as I was leaving                 if I’d like to see her make a fast run.

The first barrel was nearly perfect,          and the second and third just as good,       as she raced around three feed buckets in the hall of the barn,  four years old on a stick horse made of wood.
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I Am Where I Am Supposed To Be  

By: Christal Craig (Edited)

Have you ever been running late while driving somewhere and got behind someone who has to be the slowest driver in the world?  You just want to scream at them to get out of the way, right?  
Next time that happens, just think that maybe you are where you are supposed to be.  Maybe God put that slow driver in front of you to keep you from a wreck up the road.

Next time you’re followin’ Mr. Slow Poke or have to take a detour or get stopped at a red light…just stop and think…”I am where I am supposed to be.” 

 There’s no need to get aggravated about little things like that, IF you’ve put God in charge!

Kicks And Giggles

Keep in mind I have a five-year-old son.

Q. Why did the turtle cross the road?

A.  To get to the “Shell” Station.


Q.  What did one horse say to the other?

A.  Why the long face?


Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

***Update*** 
*Fred Bennett, husband of Dianne, has started chemo for cancer of the liver, stomach and lungs.  Te doctors aren’t sure how many treatments he will have to have yet.  Fred is in good spirits and in spite of everything else, his sugar diabetes is cured!  Keep the Bennett’s in your prayers.

*Kelly Meyers had an accident with her horse in mid April and dislocated her shoulder.  She will be on the mend for the next few weeks.  Pray for a full and speedy recovery.

*Nikki Fincher lost her mother in April.  Keep Nikki and her family in your prayers.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive your sins.

Mark 11: 24,25

This is the confidence that we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us-whatever we ask-we know that we have what we asked of Him.

1 John 5: 14,15
Mailing List /

E-mail List

I am sending a copy to all the people for whom I have an address.  If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  Let me know the addresses of others who would like to receive as well. I will e-mail those I have e-mail addresses for and snail mail the rest.  

By the way, Thanks so much to those of you who have helped me on the postage.  You know who you are! 
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Last & most important thought…

Jesus died as the final sacrifice.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death.  If we do, and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  The bible tells me so…

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363
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