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(A Christian Cowgirl’s Plea)

By: Christa Conway

I see the way you stare,

But don’t look at me and guess.   You’re basing all you’re ideas       Soley on the way I dress.

You’ll hardly ever catch me in heels,     I only own one pair.                          I don’t get to the tanning bed,           And I color my own hair.

My nails get painted once a month  Whether they need it or not.              Or on special occasions,                 like when I tied the knot.

I drive my big red dually     Everywhere I go                              It gets me to the grocery store       And to the local horse show.

If you catch me on the way             To get a load of grain                  After I’ve been working in the barn   Or riding in the rain…

Don’t pass judgment                       Or look down your nose at me Because my jeans are dirty            And my T shirt was free.

I got the T shirt with a purchase              Of $100 or more                           Shopping on the internet                 At my favorite western store.

The jeans I wear are stylish.             At the rodeos quite “hot.”              They don’t come cheap, you know,     I love every pair I’ve got.

My dually probably cost more        Than your fancy luxury car.                       It has leather seats too                 And gets me just as far.

And as for beauty treatments          We give them all the time.             Show Sheen and Cowboy Magic       Are two favorites of mine.

Everyone wears the best shoes      And are often getting new ones.

The only tanning we do around here   Is outside in the real sun.

So what I guess I’m saying is………. “You live your life, I’ll live mine.”

I choose to look this way,               But I can clean up just fine.

I talk often with my Father       Though you’d be surprised just where            When I exercise my barrel horse                I talk to Him in prayer.

On Sunday Mornings you will find us  Just bring along a chair                   We call it “Cowboy Church”

Everyone is welcome there.

So next time you see me

Remember what I’ve said to you

It’s what’s inside that counts

And Jesus Loves Cowgirls too!

Empty Tomb…

Not Empty Promises
By: Christa Conway

By the time you get this, Easter will be over.  But Easter is so important!  We should remember the significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  If it weren’t for Easter, we would not be eligible for Heaven.  Yes, I said “eligible.” 

Heaven was made available to us when Jesus beat death on that day so many years ago.  After he paved the way…all we have to do is CHOOSE to follow him.

When Jesus comforts His disciples before his death in John, he tells them that he is going on before them…to prepare a place for them.  To prepare a place for all of us who choose Him…

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you may also be where I am.  

John 14:2-3

He tried to get them to understand that it was all God’s plan.  That He came into the world to die…to rise from the dead and to go to be with His Father in Heaven.  That of course was a lot for them to grasp…especially before it happened.  Read John Chapter 16.

We have the benefit of reading about it in our bibles after the fact.  Now all we have to do is choose to believe it.  Then we just need to ask Jesus to be our savior.  He has already done all of the suffering and already beat the world and Satan.  Let Him lead you to Heaven when the time comes.  If you haven’t already accepted Him…don’t put it off.  What better time of year than Easter?  The day Jesus left an empty tomb full of awesome promises. 

Latest News and Words From Friends

Thanks for all the positive feedback…here is some of the latest news from friends:

Laura Lee and Bruce Thomas welcomed a new member to their family last month.  A baby boy named Clay joined the Thomas clan.  Congratulations Laura Lee & Bruce!!

Its great to see people witness for the Lord, your newsletters are great. More power to you in your fight for the Lord. I dont race anymore I am a has been. smile.

Carmaletta and Wayne
CIRCLE BAR HORSES
Christa, 
I get your newsletter every month and enjoy and share it. :) 
Thank you very much,
Robin

The Little Things That Matter
Author Unknown

I was driving home from a meeting this evening about 5PM, stuck in traffic on Colorado Blvd. and the car started to choke and splutter and die.  I barely managed to coast into a gas station, glad only that I would not be blocking traffic and would have a somewhat warm spot to wait for the tow truck.  It wouldn't even turn over.

Before I could make the call, I saw a woman walking out of the "quickie mart" building and it looked like she slipped on some ice and fell into a gas pump.  So, I got out to see if she was okay. When I got there, it looked more like she had been overcome by sobs than that she had fallen; she was a young woman who looked really haggard with dark circles under her eyes. She dropped something as I helped her up, and I picked it up to give it to her. It was a nickel.

At that moment, everything came into focus for me: the crying woman, the ancient Suburban crammed full of stuff with three kids in the back (one in a car seat), and the gas pump reading $2.95. I asked her if she was okay and if she needed help, and she just kept saying "I don't want my kids to see me crying," so we stood on the other side of the pump from her car. She said she was driving to California and that things were very hard for her right now.  So I asked, "And you were praying?" That made her back away from me a little, but I assured her I was not a crazy person and said, "He heard you, and He sent me."

I took out my card and swiped it through the card reader on the pump so she could fill up her car completely, and while it was fueling walked to the next door McDonald's and bought 2 big bags of food, some gift certificates for more, and a big cup of coffee. She gave the food to the kids in the car, who attacked it like wolves, and we stood by the pump eating fries and talking a little.  She told me her name, and that she lived in Kansas City. Her boyfriend left 2 months ago and she had not been able to make ends meet. She knew she wouldn't have money to pay rent Jan 1, and finally in desperation had finally called her parents, with whom she had not spoken in about 5 years.  They lived in California and said she could come live with them and try to get on her feet there. So she packed up everything she owned in the car.  She told the kids they were going to California for Christmas, but not that they were going to live there.

I gave her my gloves, a little hug and said a quick prayer with her for safety on the road. As I was walking over to my car, she said, "So, are you like an angel or something?"  This definitely made me cry. I said, "Sweetie, at this time of year angels are really busy, so sometimes God uses regular people.  It was so incredible to be a part of someone else's miracle. And of course, you guessed it, when I got in my car it started right away and got me home with no problem. I'll put it in the shop tomorrow to check, but I suspect the mechanic won't find anything wrong.

Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 
Desirie Ingalls lost her horse, lacer, to colic on March 13th.  He was fine Saturday night and they found him Sunday in his stall.  Desirie has had a tough couple of years.  Let’s all keep her in our prayers and make sure and give her an encouraging word when we speak with her. 

*Tyler Rees had an accident Sat. March 12th at the Crazy Horse Arena.  He went out on a burn steer and got his thumb in his dally.  Took the end of his thumb off.  He was in St. Vincent hospital for about 5 days.  They did reattach the thumb (I don't know how- he went to Wabash they sent him to Ft Wayne and after sitting there for 3 hrs they sent him to Indy) they took a vein out of his upper arm and put in his thumb.  They are giving it a 75% chance of keeping it.  Tyler is only 14 and an awesome kid.  I’d appreciate your prayers!  Melissa (Crazy Horse)

*Jim Martin, husband of Theresa Martin, passed away last month.  He had fought Lupus for several years and had recently undergone heart surgery.  Please keep my Aunt Theresa and her family in your prayers.

Carla Paratore’s barn burned to the ground last month and she lost all eight of her horses.  She and her family are located in Tennessee and they could use everyone's prayers.  Also an account has been set up to help them recover financially… For more details go to Robin Brasher’s site: http://www.barrelrunner.com
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

I am including a special request in this month’s newsletter.  We all hold our horses dear to our hearts and it is hard to have to let go of them when the time comes, expected or not.   Desirie Ingalls lost her horse, Lacer, to colic this past month and asked that I include this letter. 
Dear Conways,
This is the hardest thing for me to do in my whole life. I had to give Lacer to Heaven. He passed away Saturday morning of what we believe was colic. He showed no signs of being sick. Like he always did at feeding time, he ran the others horse through the gate first. Stopped in the driveway of the barn to pick at the bales of hay. Then into his stall for bed time. It is such a shock to us all, because he wasn't sick at all. If he would have shown signs of being ill we would have done whatever it took to save him. I have lost my life, and my best friend. I have written a letter I would like to be placed in your newsletter. 

Sincerely,

Desirie Ingalls

She wrote the following…have your tissues handy…

Dear God,

Lacer has no bad habits. He loves hay more than he loves grain. So make sure that he has just enough to keep him happy. Lacer’s shoes size is one with rims. Make sure that you put what they call trailers on his back. Why, Just because I like them. He wears professional choice leg wraps on the front. He looks good in white but I don’t like white. Also he has size large black bell boots. Neoprene girth size 36. He doesn’t need the saddle to tight because his withers are high enough for support. Lacer likes blue, so if I were you I would get him a blue tie down. He goes in the arena just fine. Walk him straight in, and then start the turn for his circle, still at a walk. Make sure you look back with the thumbs up! Grab the reins in your hands and ask him the canter. Complete the circle and let him go. No pocket, run him towards the side of the barrel. When his hind end reaches the barrel, bend him around. Use the inside rein to push him over if needed. Head him towards the second the same way. The second barrel is his favorite, but you will have to lift up on the rein coming out. You will be able to whip him between the second and third. Approaching the third is the hardest for him, don’t worry that he comes out of this barrel on the wrong lead. He knows what he is doing. Just push him home as hard as you can. He calms right down, just loosen his saddle, and walk him out. He drinks a lot of water, so offer him plenty. He is my life. We were going to make it to the top together. I hope he is just what you were looking for. If not, I would be happy to buy him back. I know you will take care of him. Just have him saddled for me when I arrive.

With love,

Desirie 

Horsey Tidbits

Here are some more helpful hints and old-timer’s secrets…I have used some and some I have not…so I cannot vouch for these.  I have either received them from horsey people or read them on horsey web sites.  Use your judgment…Good Luck!

1.) Use Woolite on horses to make the white really clean & shiny.

2.) Use female pads to bandage cuts. Put medicine on pad, then the pad and then wrap with vet wrap. This works great!
3.) This will sound nuts, but if you have proud flesh that you need to control, use anti-hemorrhoid cream on it.  Let the proud flesh fill in to the level of the skin, then use the cream to control/stop the growth.  It works by constricting the blood vessels that feed proud flesh.
4.) To treat thrush go to the Wal Mart Pharmacy and ask for Creolin. Use 3 parts Creolin to 1 part Water in a spray bottle is usually effective and thrush is gone in 3 days.  Be careful leaving it in the bottle because it loves to tip on its own! I have watched it do this with nothing to provoke it and it quickly spreads cause of its thick nature! 
Horsey Ads
Another new addition to our newsletter this year will be our horsey ads.  As of now they are free with a 25-word maximum so keep it short and sweet.

For Sale:  2002 Ford F-350 Power Stroke 7.3L Diesel.  Crew-Cab dually,  fire engine red with ALL the extras.  We bought a new truck, so “Reddy” has to go. $26,900 Make us an offer. Pic on web site/Contact me

For Sale:  1997 International Crew Cab Western Hauler.  All the extras…Pulls great.  Must See to appreciate.  It has the big engine and the Allison tranny.  Asking $45,000…pics avail…Contact Me for more details
For Sale: Conway Customs…check us out; I’ve been hard at work on our web site.  Some new items…vests and shirts.  Go to www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
Kicks & Giggles
From many friends

A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it.  I'm having a real good time like I am."

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments.  They were ready to discuss the last one.  The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what it was.  Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, "Thou shall not take the covers off the neighbor's wife." 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
   Email/Mailing List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you. 
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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