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By: Christa Conway

If you’ve been in the horse business very long you have probably came across an ol’ trader.  Now, don’t get me wrong, I know there are plenty of people out there making an honest living off of trading horses.  I am referring to the one’s you’ve learned from experience to watch out for…to read between the lines when you deal with them.  Because they are only as honest as they have to be to make the sale.

If you know the kind of horse trader I’m talking about then you’ll have no trouble understanding where I am going with this.  If you have never dealt with a dishonest trader, then I’ll give an example: A person goes to look at a horse and the man that owns the horse says, “He may chew a little wood.”  This probably means that the horse is a cribber!  There are plenty of other “phrases” to beware of when dealing with horses.  If you listen real close, you’ll catch on.

Our God is nothing like that. In 1 Samuel 15:29, Samuel tells Saul:

“He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind.”

God keeps his word.  If it is written in the bible, you can take it to the bank.  So many times in the bible, from the Old Testament to the New, God gives us “If you do…then I will’s.”  Here are some examples, see if you can figure out the “If’s and Thens.”

He tells us in Philippians 4:6 & 7

Do not be anxious about anything (worry), but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

In James 4:7, he tells us what to do when the devil is on our back:

Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

We often wonder why we can’t get what we want.  Well, if we go to God’s word and see if it is in line with his will, then we will see what is required of us to get things done.  Are our hearts in line with the “If you dos”?  Or are we just asking for God to do the “then I wills” without doing our part?  The bible shows us that God has already done His part.  He has made the promise in his word.  It is up to us to take charge and by faith put his words into action.

So, the next time you want to get something done.  Dig into God’s word and find scripture to show you what God says about the subject.  Spend time in prayer and let God lead you.  Once we are saved, the Holy Spirit is inside our hearts and would love it if we would turn some decisions over to Him.

Once you have the scripture, the Holy Spirit’s guidance and the faith, then there is nothing that you can’t accomplish.

God tells us in Isaiah that his word will not return to him empty.  That’s the best “deal” you or I will ever get.  

I encourage you to read Isaiah 55.  Here is a portion:

As the rain and snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but it will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
HORSE SENSE
Author Unknown

Our lives with horses are rich with feeling. You know this if you've ever...
..choked back tears watching a new foal wobble to his feet for the first time…
...or watching your good horse wobble to his feet after surgery...
... or seen the ends of the reins float straight out as a reining horse spins beneath them
. . or chuckled to yourself as you watched a tiny tot on a patient pony trot through a barrel pattern at a saddle club play day
... or felt the building tremble as an eight-up hitch of feather-legged
giants towed a hand-carved beer wagon into the arena
... or had your heart stop when you saw your horse lying motionless in the
pasture on a sunny day and waited breathlessly for an ear to flick
... or cheered at the screen when "The Man From Snowy River" slid Dunnie down the mountainside,
.. or when Seabiscuit made his final surge to beat War Admiral
... or cruised along the highway and seen a horse in a pasture and wondered
what he's like to ride or pictured him as a prospect
... or sucked in your breath as a horse and rider approached a six-foot
wall
... or sworn a solemn oath to your horse that together you would triumph
... or flipped through the TV channels and stopped when you saw a horse
even when it was a commercial
... or laughed aloud when you rubbed your horse's face and he rubbed back
... or gotten chills hearing Dave Johnson's "and DOWN THE STRETCH THEY COME!" (or "Run for the Roses" circa 1980 ish?)
... or stood in awe at your horse in morning play as he sprinted around the
pasture then stopped head erect and snorted defiance at the rest of the world
... or been thankful to see wild horses grazing casually at the foot of a
hill
... or felt calmed by the sleekness of a silky hair coat beneath your hand
... or felt your jaw drop as watched a Lipazzan perform a capriole
... or if you've ever seen someone in the grocery store wearing a certain
kind of hat or boots or buckle or have a certain cut and length to their
jeans and felt some remote kind of connection
... or felt warmed by a soft nicker greeting as you entered the barn
... or slid your hand under your horse's blanket to straighten it out,
only to pause in the glowing feeling that you get when you touch the warmth of his coat.
... or riding on a trail with your horse, thinking how that trail over there looks nice and almost without asking, your horse has sensed your slightest movement in the saddle and hes now taking you there.
... or pulled up to your barn where you board and only your horse greets you
with a welcoming hello from the sound of your car or your voice.
... if you've ever been moved by any of these feelings, I hope you enjoyed the time you spent reading this.

Words From Friends

I have had several people come up to me in the past month or so and hug me and tell me how much they appreciate the newsletter.

Some have sent me e-mails, some have sent me letters and some have even sent me stamps to help out with the postage on the letters I mail.  Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!!!  It means a lot to me to know that people are reading this simple newsletter.  And to know that people are passing it on and spreading God’s love.  That’s why I started it, and I wanted you all to know that I REALLY appreciate the positive feedback.  God Bless you all!  You know who you are!

Christa


Hi Christa.  I saw you @ Lewisburg this weekend but then looked for you and couldn’t find you guys again.  I wanted to thank you for sending me the newsletter each month.  I really enjoy it.  Hope you are having a good winter.  I’m ready for spring and ready to get out and start running!!!  See you soon.  Take care.

Kim Wagester
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 
*Fred Bennett Passes*  (Information from Valerie Snyder)  As most of you already know, Fred had been fighting a long battle with cancer since last year in March.  It is really remarkable that he fought as long as he did since he was only given 1 week to live at that time.  He sure fought the good fight and managed to hang in there for the goals that he had set for himself: 1) attending last years Great Lakes Nationals, 2) attending last years State Show, 3) getting through Christmas and the month of January.  He did not ride but supported his wife, Dianne, whole-heartedly and was hoping to be able to start riding himself.  Dianne and he won the award for raising the most money for our State Championship show the last few years and he dearly loved the divisional format in barrel racing.  He will be sorely missed.

NOTE* Blessing in spite of sadness… Vickl Benefiel informed me that Fred’s insurance was set up so that if he lived until Feb. 1, (not sure of all the technicalities) it would go back and cover all expenses.  He passed away on Feb.1. 

*Update* Joey Harrold, Please pass on this message.  Everyone has been so kind to keep Joe in their prayers and we appreciate it very much.  Joe and myself (Rex stayed at home to contend with the power outage-lucky him, ha) went to New York City to Sloan Kettering hospital for tests by the cancer doctors there as well as more scans by their team of neurosurgeons.  We were there for 10 days and boy what an awesome place it was.  We did find out that Joe’s brain tumor has shrunk as well as a few tumors in his spinal cord.  There are a few in the bone that have been a bit stubborn but hopefully the chemo Joe is on will be effective on them as well with time.  He went through lots of scans, a spinal tap, bone marrow testing and lots of waiting, but he endured.  He is so awesome.  Anyhow the doctors are happy that the VP-16 he is on is working for now and the next step will be stem cell transplant and during this we will be in New York for a lengthy period of time.  Today, Tuesday Feb 1st, he was back in the hospital for a blood transfusion since his counts were too low and is back at home resting comfortably.  Thank you all for keeping Joey in your prayers and please know we are very thankful for that.
 Rex, Kathy, Nick and Joey Harrold

* Kelle Ammerman* who was in our last moths newsletter with a surprising diagnosis of cancer, passed away on Feb. 12.  Please keep her family in your prayers.

Larry Conway, Vick’s dad has been undergoing treatment for cancerous cells they found in a routine prostate exam.  They found it very early and it is 100% treatable.  Keep him in your prayers.  And guys go get your exams!  Way better to find it early and treatable.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24


Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

Come on ya’ll… Send’em in!!!  How about anniversaries or birthdays?  We can include them in here too!  
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to Bruce and Ruth Correll on March 10th…37 years!

Happy birthday to Me!  I will be ___ on March 6.

Mar. 10—Lauri Duncan

Mar. 17—Jim Pitcock

Mar. 20—Tootie Rice

Horsey Tidbits
This column has been renamed thanks to my buddy, Danette…she also sent in these helpful hints… Thanks, Danette!

1.) To treat thrush--mix ½ Iodine liquid and ½ formaldehyde.  Use daily for three days.  This works better than anything I have ever seen.

2.) Use bacon grease to grow hair back on any skinned area or scabbed over wound.

3.) Aloe Vera Juice for stomach ulcers-feed 2 oz am and pm.  It also works great as a preventive.

4.) Slippery Elm powder works wonders on a horse with a dry cough, or coughing due to allergies.  I put 1Tablespoon on feed morning and night.

5.) Jell-O powder (package) mixed in feed everyday helps to grow hoof and helps dry brittle feet.

Horsey Ads

Another new addition to our newsletter this year will be our horsey ads.  As of now they are free with a 25-word maximum so keep it short and sweet.

For Sale: Awesome kids or beginners horse.  Cody is a 24 yrs young Leopard Appaloosa…Very Easy Keeper. Has taught many to ride, trail safe and sound.  Contact Me

For Sale:  Jackie, 10 yr old bay mare has been to the NBHA youth world.  Runs barrels, poles and is an awesome trail horse.  Solid 2D, Placed her in 1D last month.  Contact Me.

For Sale: Conway Customs, custom tack and belts…check us out, I’ve been hard at work on our web site.  Go to www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
For Sale or Trade:  1988 7x16 3 or 4 horse slant bumper pull with equalizer hitch, front tack, rear storage.  Reconditioned in 2004, new tires, 2 spares..  $3,000 Bruce Correll (765) 985-2771

For Sale: 4 yr old grade (Two Eyed Jack), 14.2H, bay 4 white socks & blaze.  Broke by… Bruce Correll (765) 985-2771

Saddles For Sale: 1528 Billy Cook 14 ½” barrel saddle, 2 Ammerman barrel saddles 13” and 15”, breaking saddle, Lynn McKenzie barrel saddle… some almost new…Contact Star Galvan for more details and prices.

For Sale: 2000 trophy Ammerman barrel saddle, 14" seat.  Good condition.  Contact Laura Lee @ ValleyViewRanch@myfam.com.  Asking $800.00
Windshield thoughts of a 6 year old
 Author Unknown

 One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main streets of town, taking those extra precautions necessary when the roads are wet and slick. Suddenly, my daughter, Aspen, spoke up from her relaxed position in her seat. "Dad, I'm thinking of something."


This announcement usually meant she had been pondering some fact for a while, and was now ready to expound all that her six-year-old mind had discovered. I was eager to hear.

"What are you thinking?" I asked.

"The rain! " she began, "is like sin, and the windshield wipers are like God wiping our sins away."

After the chill bumps raced up my arms I was able to respond.  "That's really good, Aspen."

Then my curiosity broke in. How far would this little girl take this revelation?

So I asked... "Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming? What does that tell you?"

Aspen didn't hesitate one moment with her answer:  "We keep on sinning, and God just keeps on forgiving us."

I will always remember this whenever I turn my wipers on.
What do You All Think About This?

I am considering changing the name of the newsletter but I want some feedback first.

The reason for the change would be to encourage those who aren’t interested in barrel racing to read it.  I would like for our rodeo friends, our outdoorsy friends, trail riders…whoever… to be interested when they see the title.

What I am asking from you all is to give me some ideas and to help me think of names.  I am open to all suggestions.  Just email them to me at vcgconway@msn.com 

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
“The B.R.A.”

By: Christa Conway
Barrel Racer’s Anonymous or “BRA”                        Is a self help group that began                          For people who’ve become     Addicted to chasing cans.

I’m not sure of any members                      Or how you’d ever stop them                           Because the fist step to recovery…                      Is admitting there’s a problem!

Mailing List /

E-mail List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you. 
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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