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I have had such a positive response to this newsletter!  It looks like I have found my niche, as someone told me this past week.  

You all know what that means; get used to receiving one of these around once a month.  I have several testimonies to include from people we all know.  I want to encourage everyone who is receiving this newsletter to take time and forward it on to your friends and family.  Maybe it will touch someone and serve the purpose of which it was intended.  Feel free to make copies.  Take them to the horse shows with you and pass them out.  The whole purpose is to spread God’s word and bring us all closer together.  I plan on having extras with me at the shows, so if you need a copy, just let me know.  I hope you are all as excited about this as I am.  Let’s see how many people we can reach!

About Me and My Family

I included this in the first newsletter, but I thought I’d keep it in here for a few months for those who may not know me.

   My name is Christa Conway.  Most of you know me from the barrel races around central Indiana.   I am married to Vick Conway and we have two kids, Garrett (5) and Gracie (1).  We live in Muncie, Indiana and we barrel race.  Of course, that means we are horse crazy.  We have anywhere from ten to 20 horses in our barn at any given time.  We train a few outside horses, so it varies.  My whole family is into the barrel-racing scene.  My dad sells tack, my mom rides, my aunts, uncles and cousins ride.  My grandpa rides and coaches us.

I am a born-again Christian.  I love Jesus.  I know that He died for my sins and everyone else’s.  I try to be like 

Him, but have a long, long way to go.  I want to share some of my blessings in this newsletter, and I hope I realize even more blessings through it.

Send Me Stories

Or Poems
I don’t want to be the only one sharing stories.  Please send me your praises or stories of how God has blessed you and your family.

I would like to include anything that you might like to read about.  Poems, web sites you’d like to share with others, short stories or comics.  Send anything that glorifies Jesus.  Maybe this will also help us get to know each other better through Christ.      
Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

Hebrews 13:15

Christ Paid The Cost

By: Betty Rice

Thank you; dear Father, For what you have done For sending us Jesus, Your only son.

Born in a manger, Wrapped in a cloth.  King of all kings.        He died for the lost.

He healed the sick,     He loves everyone.  Gave up His life          So souls could be won.

One day they took Him, Said, “He must die.”       All friends forsook Him.  He didn’t ask “Why?”

Tied Him and beat Him, They spit in His face.  They mocked Him     and scorned Him.             He died in my place.

He suffered for me,   For sins I have done.  Gave me a pardon, God’s only son.

A help to the needy,     A hope to the lost,       A friend to the lonely.  Christ paid the cost.
Prayer Requests

Recently, we have had several people ask us to pray for a loved one or a friend who has been ill.  

I think this newsletter would be a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family and that would mean so many more prayers for those people.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen.  

*Melissa Wilcox (of Crazy Horse Arena) asked me to include her niece Hannah on our prayer list.  Hannah was in a car accident before Christmas.  She has made excellent progress and asks that we pray for continued healing of her face and eyes.

*Shelly Jackson’s ex-mother-in-law has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  Her name is Naomi Beaver and Shelly asked that we pray for her strength, comfort and healing.

*Sandi Trautman asked that we keep Diana in our prayers.  She is having some trying times at school and needs to hold strong to her beliefs and have faith.  Also her family and friends for support.

*Cotton Sturtevant needs our prayers for healing and faith.  He is going through cancer treatment. 

*Danette Potter’s mom, Kathy Murray, is undergoing treatment for cancer.  She needs prayer for healing and strength.  Also pray for her family to have faith and strength.

*Jim Berry has been fighting cancer for a long time and I found out that he is in the last stages.  Keep him in your prayers.

If you know of someone in need of prayer, contact me and I’ll put him or her in the next newsletter.

…if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. Matthew 18:19
God is seldom early, but NEVER LATE!

Mailing List or

E-mail List

I am sending a copy to all the people for whom I have an address.  If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  Let me know the addresses of others who would like to receive as well. I will e-mail those I have e-mail addresses for and snail mail the rest.  That seems to make the most sense at this time. I am paying all postage at this time, but I have already had someone send me stamps,   (Thanks, Kyleigh!) and had someone offer to pay for advertising to offset the postage.  Praise God!  

And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:19

No Coincidence

Edited from e-mail Sent By:  Christal Craig

My name is Christal Craig and I am from Upland, IN.  I have a story to tell you.  Some may say it was coincidence, but I will argue that it was God at work.

About three years ago I was at a horse show riding a horse that I had to beg my parents to ride.  This horse was known for really freaking out when it came time to go into the pen and run.  We tried blindfolding her just before she’d go in and pulling it off right as she went through the gate.  We even entered her under different names.  Those tricks had been working up until this particular weekend.  I think she started recognizing my name being announced!  

This particular day we were at Huntington, Indiana and it was time for my class.  I got on her a little early with the blindfold so she could be getting used to it.  The first time they announced my name as being “in the hole,” the horse took off!  She was at a full out run with the blindfold still over her eyes.  I couldn’t get her stopped. I could see my truck getting closer and I didn’t want her to get hurt.  That is why I didn’t jump off of her.  She hit the back of my truck at full speed and I went flying over her head.

Well, most people were saying things like, “what a stupid horse,” “is she okay,” “did I just hear a car wreck.”  Not many, if one, were thinking, “Thank God her truck was parked there.”  My truck was parked right beside my parents’ motor home and trailer.  When we hit my truck, we hit it so hard that it slid over into their trailer.  The whole point in thanking God for my truck being there is because just on the other side of the motor home was a cliff, a huge drop off.  We can only imagine what may have happened to me and the horse if we’d have went tumbling over that cliff.

So, while some would be so mad that it happened, I choose to look at what God prevented from happening.  There are so many miracles that go unrecognized.  It wasn’t a coincidence that I parked there.

Web Sites to Check Out

I am listing a few that I have already checked out myself, and a few that were sent to me that I haven’t seen yet. 

www.kcm.org
. Cowboysforchrist.net
.christiancowboy.org
.wildhorseministries.com

www.cowboystuff.org

.Cowboysforjesus.com

.jesuslovescowgirls.com

(They all should have the www before, but I was running out of room.)

Thank You

I have received so many touching letters and e-mails.  I just want to let everyone know that I appreciate your support!

I am blessed to have so many friends that I have met through barrel racing.  It’s like another family.  My kids have lots of extra “Aunts” and “Uncles” and we all look out for one another.  

I was fortunate enough to grow up showing horses, so I have lots of memories that I may share through this newsletter.  I’m sure there are lots of people who remember when they called me “Punky.”  This sport has been a part of many of our lives for a long time.  I’d love to include memories from anyone else out there too. 

Not Timidity-But POWER
Some people may find it hard to believe that even though I have barrel raced most of my life; I still get nervous before I make a run.

Several years ago, right before a big futurity, we found out that Vick wasn’t going to be able to go.  He was called back to work after being laid off for some time.  That was a huge blessing.  It also meant that I was going to have to go to the futurity without him and have to ride a horse that I hadn’t been riding.  Needless to say, I became very nervous.

Buzz and Donna Charles knew how my anxiety was working on me and Donna called to give me some reassurance.  She gave me a couple of God’s promises from the bible to help get me through the next week.  Of course, repeating the promises worked.  I made it through the futurity without losing my cool.  I had a respectful run, and that was all I’d wanted.

Since then, I’ve repeated those verses SO many times when I’ve had a case of “the nerves” before a barrel race.

We all know that God doesn’t want us to be anxious or afraid.   The bible says in Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  Also, we need to be aware, because 1Peter 5:8 says, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  That means he’ll attack when we least expect it…maybe while we are sitting on the back of a horse.  Then, he’ll work on that anxiety and use it against us.  But, the bible tells us in James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  I have recited this verse so many times.  Whenever I feel anything negative and I want that feeling to go away, I simply say this verse.  It’s a promise from God…and it works.  The devil HAS to leave and take his negativity with him.

Along the same lines, the bible also tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”  Fear is not from God.  Power, along with love and self-discipline are from God.  We do not have to be afraid of or anxious about anything if we believe His promises.  He is right there with us all the time if we only ask Him to be.

Choosing To Find Hope

Edited from e-mail sent by: “Legs” AKA Kathy Stanifer

My name is Legs, or Kathy Stanifer.  I am the IN03 NBHA director.  I am writing to tell you my testimony of what God has done for me.

As you may know, I promote TLC Animal Nutrition; you have probably read my ad, My Horse’s Worst Nightmare. *

It is a true story of how my horse was diagnosed with navicular and other problems and given no hope.

The story goes much farther than my horse.  Shortly after my horse’s problems arose, my son, who was 15, was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  Five weeks later he was at Riley Children’s Hospital to have it removed.  It was the size of a 50-cent piece and the doctors had to use a titanium plate to cover where the tumor had eaten away the bone.

I just couldn’t figure out why all this was happening around me.  I started aggressively soaking myself into God’s word.  I knew, without a doubt, that my problems were nothing compared to why Jesus died.  Looking back, I am glad that I got the horse with the problems.  This was God’s way of showing me that the nutritional and natural way is how he wants us to take care of our bodies, his temples.

My son is cancer free.  My horse is cured with the X-rays to prove it.  I can help so many people now, advising them with their animals.

My son and I are born again Christians.  I have a lot of people in our district that call me for prayer in their times of need.  I’m always glad to say a prayer for someone who calls me.  I know life is more pleasurable when Christ is allowed to live within one.

*Note-This ad can be seen in Barrel Horse News magazine

…but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.    Isaiah 40:31

 “It’s always nice to know what is going on with your Christian friends and know that they are praying for you.”

        -Kyleigh Morgan

Last, but most important thought…

Jesus died as the final sacrifice.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death.  If we do, and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  The bible tells me so…

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

John 3:16

Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN 47302 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427
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