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By: Christa Conway

Be thankful for what you have because we’re all blessed in some sweet way.   

God takes the time to make the sun rise each and every day.

Simple things we pass by each day deserve a little nod

Not one of them would be there if it weren’t for Father God.

We have trees for shade, fresh air we breathe and birds that we hear sing

There are stars at night, the moon shines bright and they don’t cost a thing.

There are loved ones we see everyday and friends who mean the most

Thanks to God they’re in our hearts where we can keep them close.

Take some time and smell the roses, they’re everywhere around

And thanks to God, when we know Him…more blessing will abound!


In God We Trust
Suggestion

I received an e-mail message the other day that made a great suggestion.  It was saying something about how some people want to take the word “God” and the phrase “In God We Trust” out of government buildings like Post offices.  The message then went on to suggest that we all write the words “In God We Trust” on the back of each envelope we send.  What a great idea!  

I think I am going to do this and I wanted to pass the word to all my friends and see if anyone else thinks it would make a statement.  Hopefully it would create a little conversation along the way.

GOT A TESTIMONY???

Send it to me…I’d love to include it next month!

A Spirit of Thanksgiving
By Christa Conway

Everyone knows the reason for the Thanksgiving holiday, right?  The pilgrims and the Indians ate turkey, maize and pumpkin pie…right?  We remember what we’re thankful for and then go Christmas shopping, right?  Well, partly.  I was thinking more along the lines this month about how we should live everyday like Thanksgiving and how much more blessed we would become.

I am not talking about the eating and the cooking and the eating and the cooking.  (Although it would be nice to eat that well at least once a week, huh?)  I am talking about the whole atmosphere of the holiday.  I’m talking about how we are all thankful for what we have and thankful for our food and thankful for our family and thankful for our homes and…you get my point.  I think that if we lived day to day thanking God for what we do have and not thinking about what we don’t have, then we’d be a lot happier.

Most of us always want more…I’m guilty of it, I know it.  Just ask Vick.  (He says I have “wantitis.”  And in my and your defense, there really is nothing wrong with wanting more…BUT…here’s the kicker…we should also be happy with what we have.  Not complaining about our situation, but instead, thanking God for the good things in our lives.  I know for a fact that it makes waiting on the “bigger & better” things a whole lot easier.  

Each day is a blessing and if you are reading this, odds are you are already blessed by being able to barrel race.  That is one thing to be thankful for…we get to live a dream and lots of people would love to be in our shoes.

I really wasn’t sure what I was going to write about this month.  I wanted it to be something along the lines of being thankful with Thanksgiving coming up.  I don’t know if this got the point across, but I hope everyone can look at their lives and find something to give God glory for everyday of the year…not just the last Thursday in November.

Horsey Tidbits

Winter Barrel Racing & Traveling w/ Horses

By: Christa Conway

Years ago most barrel racers didn’t travel during the winter months.  I know my family took the winter off almost every year.  We’d show from March to October and hibernate the rest of the year.  Things have changed drastically in the past two decades when it comes to wintertime barrel racing.  There are many facilities that allow us to show comfortably all year around and some even offer heated stalls for our horses.

With everything under one roof, it makes life easier for us, but it also makes it easier for our horses to get sick.  Depending on whether or not horses are blanketed, kept under lights or just allowed to grow their natural winter coat can also determine how wintertime barrel racing affects their health.

I have spoke briefly with a few of the well-known futurity riders and asked each of them what they do with their horses to prepare for the winter weather and the winter travel.  There was a lot of discussion and I have included some of their opinions and options below.

*Lance Graves and Pete Oen have this to say:  “Our weather typically doesn’t fall below 20degrees.  However, we keep full body slinkys on every horse in the barn, plus blankets provided by World Champion Equine Products of Muldrow, OK.  We never bathe our horses under 50degrees.  We dry them with a cooler, keep up on their worming program and vaccines.  Nutrition is important and we use Necessity to keep up a healthy immune system.”

*Chris Coffey and his wife, Carol Ann, are from Kentucky and recommend that you “Properly vaccinate your animal for traveling in winter to barns with lots of equine exposure and indoor facilities.”  When it comes to blanketing, Carol Ann told me, “Chris and I have had less sickness through winter by only using sheets, seems horses let nature take it’s course.”

*Bo Hill calls Dodge City, Kansas home and agrees that properly vaccinating is very important.  She uses blankets when days and nights are below 30degrees and keeps the barn fully enclosed.  She says, “No lights, it makes mares cycle.”

*Brandy Wilson, two-time Ft. Smith winner, uses blankets and hoods when it is very cold and closes up the stalls to keep out the wind.  She also emphasizes vaccinating.

*Troy Crumrine calls Ohio home.  He keeps his home barn “closed up tight” when winter rolls around.  During part of the winter months he keeps the horses he plans on hauling at a heated facility close to his home.  This keeps the horses hair fairly short and that prevents them from getting sick when he takes them to a warmer climate.    Troy also spends about three months out of the winter in northeast Texas taking only the next year’s futurity colts with him and maybe a few older horses.  The horses left at home are able to go outside except when it turns bitter cold.  He keeps them all up to date on vaccinations and does keep blankets on them depending on the temperature.

*Cody Bauserman hails from a little further south in Sallisaw, OK, but has spent several winters in Ohio.  He says that he gives all his horses a shot of Equi-Stem*, similar to flu shots in people, before he hauls them in the winter months.  He has an insulated trailer to prevent from having to blanket when traveling, but keeps sheets and blankets with him at all times in case of temperature changes on the road.  Once the temperatures change and it stays cold, he likes to keep them under sheets and or blankets to prevent their hair from getting long.  “More so for resale than for anything else, they always look nicer with a short coat,” says Cody.   He also points out that when they are kept shorthaired that they are much easier to cool out after a run or just after exercising.  

Everyone I spoke with agrees that there is a lot more work and time involved in hauling to barrel races in the winter.  But, they also agree, as do I, that it is time and energy well spent. 

*Consult your veterinarian before using any medication on your horse.

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed!

Proverbs 16:3

About Me and My Family

I included this in the first newsletter, but I thought I’d put it in here again for those who may not know me.

 My name is Christa Conway.  Most of you know me from the barrel races around central Indiana.   I am married to Vick Conway and we have two kids, Garrett (6) and Gracie (2).  We live in Muncie, Indiana and we barrel race.  Of course, that means we are horse crazy.  We’ve done a little bit of every aspect of it…from futurities to rodeo.  We have anywhere from ten to 20 horses in our barn at any given time.  We train a few outside horses, so it varies.  My whole family is into the barrel-racing scene.  My dad sells tack, my mom rides, my aunts, uncles and cousins ride.  My grandpa rides and coaches us.

I am a born-again Christian.  I love Jesus.  I know that he loves me.  I know that He died for my sins and everyone else’s.  I try to be like Him, but have a long, long way to go.

I want to share some of my blessings in this newsletter, and I hope I realize even more blessings through it.  I hope everyone who reads it gets something out of it.  I know that each time I write it, I learn more about myself.    I hope that Jesus’ love speaks through this newsletter.
That’s God

Have you ever been just sitting there and all of a sudden you feel like doing something nice for someone you care for? THAT'S GOD talking to you through the Holy Spirit.
Have you ever been down and out and nobody seems to be around for you to talk to? THAT'S GOD wanting you to talk to Him. 
Have you ever been thinking about somebody that you haven't seen in a long time and then next thing you know you see them or receive a phone call from them? THAT'S GOD. There is no such thing as coincidence. 
Have you ever received something wonderful that you didn't even ask for, like money in the mail,  a debt that had mysteriously been cleared, or a coupon to a department store where you had just seen something you needed, but couldn't afford? THAT'S GOD knowing the desires of your heart. 
Have you ever been in a situation and you had no clue how it was going to get better, how the hurting would stop, how the pain would ease, but now you look back on it. . .. 
THAT'S GOD passing us through tribulation to see a brighter day. 
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

Last month the barrel racing family lost a great friend and also a great voice.  *Lee Elliott, AKA, “The Round Mound of Sound,” passed away while he and his wife, Debbie, were attending the American Quarter Horse Congress in Columbus, Ohio.

Lee had announced at many barrel races over the past few decades.  He had announced at the Indiana Barrel Racing Futurity from it’s beginning and at our NBHA state show for the last few years as well.  Lee was involved in barrel racing for many years.  And it was kind of fitting that his last day be at the biggest show in this part of the country, where he was enjoying a week with his wife and friends.

I personally will miss getting to request some fast tunes from Lee before I made my runs at our state show.

One of my greatest memories of barrel racing included Lee.  We were at our final GBRA-I show of the year and I was sitting 3rd in the points to win the pole bending saddle.  I had to win the class to move into first place.  Lee really talked it up and before I ran, I blew him a kiss to let him know I appreciated the extra pressure.  He laughed and I ended up running the fastest time.  I’ll never forget how he made such a big deal of it over the mic.  He had such a great voice and a great spirit.

Lee was also an artist, he sketched and painted some great pictures and I am lucky enough to have one of his oil paintings hanging on my living room wall.  I will always remember Lee.

I’ll also miss hearing him say, next up…”Debbie Darlin”, referring to his wife, Debbie.

Please keep Debbie in your prayers.  She will really need her “horse show buddies” to be there for her.  

We’ll be thinkin’ of ya, Debbie.

If anyone else has any memories of Lee that they would like to share, please send them to me and I will include them in the upcoming issues.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24


Parable Of The Spoons

Author Unknown

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, "Lord, I would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like. 

"The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of the doors and the holy man
looked in.  In the middle of the room was a large round table. In the middle
of the table was a large pot of stew that smelled delicious and made the
holy man’s mouth water.

The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with very long handles and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spoonful, but because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. The Lord said, "You have seen Hell."  

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large round table with the large pot of stew that made the holy man's mouth water. The people were equipped
with the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished
and plump, laughing and talking. 

The holy man said, "I don't understand."  It is simple" said the Lord, "it requires but one skill. You see they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy think only of
themselves.”

Words From Friends

Christa,
Love the newsletters. Thanks so much for the time and effort you put into them. The guy that wrote the article for the western horseman on me is doing a feature on this gal. Thought you might want to include it in the letter to see if anyone would be interested.
 

Carri,

CANTER program gives thoroughbreds second chance

By Brenda L. Holmes brenda.holmes@flyergroup.com
When people think of the backside of a horse track, images of horse stalls and trailers likely come to mind. But Kim King, a reporter and meteorologist from Fox 59, has been putting in a lot of time on that side of the track in an effort to help save thoroughbred horses.

King has helped develop and is now the director of CANTER Indiana (Communications Alliance to Network Thoroughbred Ex-Racehorses), a volunteer organization offering free services to owners looking to sell their race horses when they can no longer keep up with the pack.

"We started last spring giving free services to sellers, trainers, and buyers," King said. "This program can be more attractive to the owners because they don't have to just give away the animal. They can find a way to sell the animal."

The organization offers free advertising and a network of individuals who may be interested in purchasing a thoroughbred.  "We will help them sell the animal under claiming price," King said.  She said many horses could have second or third careers, if only given the chance to continue to compete.  "They are very lean, athletic horses," she said. "They are good at jumping and look very nice for riding competitions."

King, a resident of Zionsville, has been spending many of her weekends at Hoosier Park, owned by Churchill Downs. Most of the horses who can no longer keep up on the track, she said, are sent to slaughter so the meat can be sold outside of the United States.

Stacy Bissonnette is one of the group's newest volunteers and is the owner of a one-time racehorse.  "We have a volunteer ambassador, Beau, who has had two brilliant careers," King said.

Bissonnette said she met King at an adult workshop given by the Lendon Gray United States Dressage Federation.

"Kim King was there to tell everyone about the CANTER program starting in Indiana," Bissonnette said.

Beau, the retired race horse, got involved because King came out to the barn to meet him. "At that point, we decided with his history as an ex-racer and the versatility he has shown since coming off the track, he would make a great ambassador for the thoroughbreds we are trying to help," Bissonnette said.

Bissonnette lives in Indianapolis with her husband, Courtney Mills, and Beau is boarded in Mooresville. She said she and Beau are involved to show the great work ethic and personality of thoroughbreds.

"We are hoping when people hear everything Beau has done in his life, they will take a second look at a thoroughbred for whatever riding discipline they wish to participate in," she said.

For more information on CANTER Indiana, call Kim King at 966-1882 or visit the website at www.canterusa.org and click on the Indiana icon on the far right.
Kicks And Giggles 

The Cat

From:  Mountainwings


Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his church.  He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come down.  The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc. The kitty would not come down.


The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and drove away so that the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten.  He did all this, checking his progress in the car frequently, then figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten.  But as he moved a little further forward, the rope broke.  The tree went "boing!" and the kitten instantly sailed through the air  - out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible.


He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten.  No.  Nobody had seen a stray kitten.  So he
prayed, "Lord, I just commit this kitten to your keeping," and went on about his business.

A few days later he was at the grocery store and met one of his church members.  He happened to look into her shopping cart and
was amazed to see cat food.  Now this woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?"

She replied, "You won't believe this," and told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.  Then a few days before, the child had begged again,
so the Mom finally told her little girl, "Well if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it?"

(Can you see where this is heading?)


She told the pastor, "I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat.  And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes.  A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her."


Never underestimate the Power of God and what may appear to be
breaking on one end, is answering prayer on another.




*Prayer for Unsaved* 
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. Her is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them:

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and over fifty regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want!
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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