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By Christa Conway


I was at a horse show the other day and overheard a young man "backtalking" is what I would call it, to a gentleman that was involved with the show committee.  He had been reprimanded for some of his behavior (that was unacceptable if you ask me) and asked to "cool it" or he would be asked to leave.  His response to the older gentleman was this:  "Do you know who I am?  I am __________'s grandson!"
As I was listening in on the conversation taking place, I was thinking about how I knew this young man's grandfather and that he would definitely not have approved of the behavior...let alone been very happy that the young man mentioned his name to defend it.

On another occasion in particular, I recall being in line to pay my entry fees at a large PRCA rodeo.  I was minding my own business, probably had Garrett on my hip at the time.  There were several people behind me waiting and I was next in line.  I won't mention any names, but in walk two "well-known" rodeo competitors.  They walked right up in front of all of us and proceeded to begin to chat with the secretary while pulling out their cash to pay their fees.  I remember thinking, "Well, I guess if you are _____, then you get special treatment."  This story has a happy ending though, and it says something about rodeo people for the most part.  One of the two competitors caught himself and immediately apologized for "cutting" and then stepped aside to let me check in with the secretary.  The other followed suit.

Two different incidents, each one relating to people getting or expecting to get special treatment because of who they are.  The first incident left me with a negative impression.....and the second could have, but due to the gentleman realizing what he was doing and stepping aside, I was left with a good impression. 

I was not sure where I was heading with this as a typed those two stories, but doing so has me think of how many times I have heard (or seen) people expect to be treated differently because of who they "are," who their parents are or who they know.
Scenes from TV shows come to mind of people standing in line to go into an upscale club with the bouncers at the door.  You know, the line of people is extending down the side of the building with the red velvet "chains" keeping them in order.  All of a sudden, someone walks up to the bouncers and says something that causes the bouncer to drop the chain and let them right in...right in front of the other waiting patrons.  That always aggravates me....I guess it wouldn't be so bad if there were no people waiting in line.
In the real world, or at least my "real world"....which consists of horses, kids, dogs, rodeos, horse shows, etc, etc, etc.....  (like most of you reading this)....In the real world, we have all witnessed it in some way or fashion.... and probably from both perspectives.

The good thing about all of this is that God doesn't care who our parent's are....he doesn't care who we know.  He KNOWS us......and God is no respecter of persons.

Acts 10: 34-36

34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.

He knows our hearts and when it is all said and done and we are standing there on judgment day, the only person that we better hope stands up and speaks on our behalf .......is Jesus.

There are a few questions that come to mind...and forgive me if I am seeming to go in circles here....

Do you know Jesus?
Can you say that you really have a personal relationship with him?

Are you just acquaintances?

Have you ever even met him?
Do you know that he died for you?

Do you know that he loves you?

Some of you may have seen the tracts that are passed out at rodeos, but for those of you that haven't....here is another thought.

When the others are standing in line thinking that they are going to be able to pay their own fees to get into heaven (by their works or by who they "rubbed elbows with here on Earth)....they will be wrong.......
Ephesians 2:1-10 

   1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world.[a] He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 

   4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 

   8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

........Those of us who know Jesus will be walking in, right to the front of the line and the "secretary" will tell us that "our fees are already paid."  Jesus paid them when he died on the cross, we just have to accept the gift and acknowledge him as our savior.....and then check in when the time comes!

Until next month....

Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
Kicks & Giggles
While walking along the sidewalk in front of his church, our minister heard the intoning of a prayer that nearly made his collar wilt.
Apparently, his 5-year-old son and his playmates had found a dead robin. Feeling that proper burial should be performed, they had secured a small box and cotton batting, then dug a hole and made ready for the disposal of the deceased. The minister's son was chosen to say the appropriate prayer s and with sonorous dignity intoned his version of what he thought his Father always said:
 "Glory be unto the Faaaather, and unto the Sonnn .. and into the hole he gooooes."
Prayer Requests
Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen.   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.  Pray for:
Children- Your own, your friends, all children...children with parents, without parents....that they would know that their Heavenly Father loves them.
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms………
Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 


The following scripture is a great one to pray over your family and friends.  It gives you comfort when you are scared and peace when you want to worry.....

Psalm 91

    1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
      will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
    2 This I declare about the Lord:
   He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
      he is my God, and I trust him.
    3 For he will rescue you from every trap
      and protect you from deadly disease.
    4 He will cover you with his feathers.
      He will shelter you with his wings.
      His faithful promises are your armor and protection.
    5 Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,
      nor the arrow that flies in the day.
    6 Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,
      nor the disaster that strikes at midday.
    7 Though a thousand fall at your side,
      though ten thousand are dying around you,
      these evils will not touch you.
    8 Just open your eyes,
      and see how the wicked are punished. 

    9 If you make the Lord your refuge,
      if you make the Most High your shelter,
   10 no evil will conquer you;
      no plague will come near your home.
   11 For he will order his angels
      to protect you wherever you go.
   12 They will hold you up with their hands
      so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.
   13 You will trample upon lions and cobras;
      you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet! 

   14 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me.
      I will protect those who trust in my name.
   15 When they call on me, I will answer;
      I will be with them in trouble.
      I will rescue and honor them.
   16 I will reward them with a long life
      and give them my salvation.”

God's Plan

Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their hopes and dreams when the first tree said, "Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated with intricate carving
and everyone would see the beauty."


Then the second tree said, "Someday I will be a mighty
ship. I will take Kings and queens across the waters and sail to the
corners of the world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the
strength of my hull."

Finally the third tree said, "I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest Tree in the forest. People will see me on top of the hill and look up to my branches, and think of the heavens and God
and how close to them I am  reaching. I will be the greatest tree of all time and people will always remember me." 


After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen came upon the trees. When one came to the
first tree he said, "This looks like a strong tree, I think I should be
able to sell the wood to a  carpenter, "and he began cutting it down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a treasure chest. 


At the second tree the woodsman said, "This looks like a
strong tree. I should be able to sell it to the shipyard." The second
tree was happy Because he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.

When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was
frightened because he knew that if they cut him down his dreams would not come true.  One o f the woodsmen said, "I don't need anything special from my tree, I'll take this one," and he cut it down.

When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn and filled with hay. This was not at all what he had prayed for. 


The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing
boat. His dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings had come to an end.

The third tree was cut into large pieces, and left alone in the dark.

The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams.

Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave
birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed box that was made from the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but this manger would have to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event
and knew that it had held the greatest treasure of all time.

Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was tired and went to sleep. While they were out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep the men safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and He stood and said "Peace" and the storm stopped.  At this time, the tree knew that it had carried the King of Kings in its boat. 


Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people mocked the man who was
carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill. When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the top of the hill and be as close to God as was possible, because Jesus had been crucified on it.

The moral of this story is that when things don't seem
to be going your way, always know that God has a plan for you. If you place your trust in Him, God will give you great gifts.

Each of the trees got what they wanted, just not in the way they had imagined.

We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His Ways are not our ways, but His ways are always best.
*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23
Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
"Life is not the way it's supposed to be.
It's the way it is.

The way you cope with it is what makes the difference."
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