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By Christa Conway


I find it harder and harder the older I get to take time to relax and spend time doing the things I know that God would want me to do.  It must come partly with the responsibilities of motherhood and being a wife.  There are so many things that have to be done around here, that I often find myself making lists in my head as I walk from one room to another or from the house to the barn.  The bathroom walls need painted... I need to clean the windows... the kids need to put their clean clothes away... my office is a mess... the barn needs sealed up before winter.... I wonder if we could convert that one little room in the barn into a neat lounge.... and on and on and on.  I am not kidding you, just ask Vick....he hates to see me standing still and looking around in deep thought, because he knows it means more work for him in the long run.
I have a very hard time with doing anything that is deemed relaxing or "a vacation," let alone spending quiet time reading my bible.  The closest I usually get to devotion time is on my lunch break at work when I sit in my car and I turn the radio to WGNR, the Christian station.  And I really do enjoy that time with the Lord.

As far as vacations go, I will admit that Vick has to almost twist my arm to get me in the car when we are heading off to the lake.  And I will also admit that I am not much fun on the way there.  (All I can think about are all the things I could be doing at home.)  BUT....I am getting better.  The last trip we took, I actually lightened up before we were half-way there.
This brings me to what the bible has to say about being too wrapped up in work....  (I think this month's message is meant for me as much or more than it is meant for anyone else.)
Have you ever heard the story in the Bible about Jesus with Martha and Mary at Martha's house?  

Here is the scripture I am thinking of.....

Luke 10:38-42:

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary

       38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 

   41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”

I tend to think often about this passage and put myself in this situation.  Of course, I am usually Martha.  I can picture myself zipping around...oblivious to people.  Shame on me, I know.  I can get busy and then we can have company stop by and Vick will always stop to talk.....I keep right on working.  Shame on me.  I have gotten better the longer I have been married to Vick.  He has reminded me what is important.  The chores will be there tomorrow, but we need to appreciate the people while we have the chance.
(Wow...God is really convicting me over this one.  I hope there is someone else out there who can relate.)
I can remember getting so frustrated with my husband for leaving me to work while he visited with someone that had pulled in the drive.  I hate to admit it, but Vick was right...he has always been right in that aspect.  He didn't leave me to do all the work....I had a choice to stop and visit too, I just chose not to.  The people are important.... not the chores.  The chores would always end up getting done, but during the conversation there could have been an opportunity to witness....or just the fact that you take time out for someone is a message in itself.  And it doesn't matter who the person is.  We should make time for anyone... God loves us all and wants us to treat each other the way we want to be treated.

Remember that the next time your older neighbor pulls in your drive while you are cleaning stalls.  Take the time to visit with him, you may be the only "Jesus" he gets to see on that day.

Matthew 25: 35-40

  34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 

   37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

   40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’

Until next month....

Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
If God brought you to it, God will lead you through it!
Kicks & Giggles
A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ?'

'No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.'
Philippians 1:6:
6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Just For Today
by Sally Meyer
Just for this morning,
I am going to smile when I see your face...
 and laugh when I feel like crying.

Just for this morning,
I will let you wake up softly in your flannel p.j.'s...
 and hold you until you are ready to stir.

Just for this morning,
I will let you choose what you want to wear...
 and I will say how beautiful you are.

Just for this morning,
I will step over the laundry to pick you up...
 and take you to the park to play

Just for this morning,
I will leave the dishes in the sink...
 and let you teach me how to put your puzzle together.

Just for this afternoon,
I will unplug the telephone and keep the computer off...
 and sit with you in the garden
blowing bubbles.

Just for this afternoon,
I will not yell once, not even a tiny grumble when you
scream and whine for the ice cream truck...
and I will buy you one, if he comes by.

Just for this afternoon,
I won't worry about what you are going to be
 when you grow up...
I  will simply love you for the joy you bring me

Just for this afternoon,
I will let you help me make cookies...
and I wont stand over you . . .  trying to 'fix things.'

Just for this afternoon,
I will take you to McDonald's and buy us both a 'Happy Meal'...
so you can have two toys.

Just for this evening,
I will hold you in my arms and tell you the story of how you
were born...
and how much we love you.

Just for this evening,
I will let you splash in the bathtub...
and I won't get angry when you pour water over your sister's
head.

Just for this evening,
I will let you stay up late...
 while we sit on the porch swing
and count all the stars.

Just for this evening,
I will bring you glasses of water...
and snuggle beside you for hours...
 and miss my favorite t.v. show.

And tonight when you are sleeping safe and warm in your bed,
I will think of the mothers and fathers
who mourn for the children they have lost.

I will remember the parents who sit by hospital beds,
watching over the little ones they love.

I will weep for those parents whose children are cold,
hungry and suffering,

and .... this evening,
when I  kneel down to pray,
I will simply be grateful for all that I have

and not ask for anything...
except  just one more day.


© copyright 1999   Sally Meyer
(written for her autistic son, Dhylan)
Prayer Requests
Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen.   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.  Pray for:
Sandi Trautmann lost her mom, Edna Alexander, 69, on Friday Aug. 7th. due to complications of COPD (pulmonary disease).  Sandi and Diana are missing their mom and grandma.  Please keep them in your prayers through this time.
Antonia Fisher's Mom, Cindy Bartlett, she has been diagnosed with breast cancer and is currently undergoing treatments.  Keep the whole family in your prayers.

Vernon (Buzz) Charles was bucked off of a young horse and then had his legged stepped on.  Buzz is getting better every day, but pray for a full recovery.

Cobee Rice - Christal and Chris Craig's son, broke his arm in two places while playing outside.  Please keep Cobee in your prayers.

Justin Martin - Jimmy Martin's 5 yr old son (Theresa Martin's grandson) was kicked by a horse.  He was fortunate to receive only stitches.  Please pray for a full recovery for Justin.

Lauri Duncan's Mom and Brother, have both suffered from strokes in the past few months.  Please keep them and their families in your prayers.

Children- Your own, your friends, all children...children with parents, without parents....that they would know that their Heavenly Father loves them.
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms………
Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

By Betty Rice

The Lord is my Shepherd

I shall not want

Is this truth

Or is it taunt?

The Shepherd He gave 

His life for me

So I could live, eternally.

Do you know my friend

What a Shepherd does

His life, He risks

To save His cause.

He’s not afraid 

To keep His flock

He watches them

Around the clock.

When trouble comes

He’s always there

With their Shepherd near

They don’t have a care.

He leads them to eat

Where the grass is green

The waters cool

In a deep running stream.

They lie down and rest

With Him by their side

They’ve nothing to fear

Nothing to hide.

And then when the day

Is over and done

He leads them home safely

By a walk, not a run.

He doesn’t want 

To tire them out

The Good Shepherd knows

What their lives are about.

So let the Good Shepherd

Watch over you

And He will guide you

Safely through.

Just cast all your worries

And call upon Him

And He will free you

From every sin.

He’ll be right there

To see you through

Friend, let the Good Shepherd

Watch over you.
*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23
Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
"Life is not the way it's supposed to be.
It's the way it is.

The way you cope with it is what makes the difference."
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