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By Christa Conway


Have you ever had a horse that was a bad influence on all the horses around it?  The kind of horse that had everyone in the barn “stirred up” all the time?  Kicking the walls, pinning ears back, running from you in the pasture (causing all the other horses to make lap after lap with them.)  It doesn’t take long here until the “problem” horse is in solitary confinement (or at least in a turn out all by themselves) where they can no longer be a bad influence on the other horses.
Then there are those horses that get along with everybody.  The horses that are safe enough to turn your weanlings out with….and you can expect the weanlings to learn some manners from these well behaved horses too.  I LOVE those kind of horses.  They are a good influence on the impressionable babies…..and that makes less work for me when it comes time to start to handle them myself.
I was contemplating who we could “buddy” our one (1) weanling up with this year when the time comes in a couple months.  *We affectionately call this precious little guy “Roman,” spelled like those coming from Rome….. although it should’ve been spelled ROAMIN’ as much as he wanders around when attempting to take him and his mother from point A to point B. 

As I was thinking about this weaning ritual we have came to use here on the few babies we raise, I remembered that our usual teacher, Lucky (one of my favorite horses of all time) has moved on to run barrels with a little girl in Iowa.  Uh Oh. Now…..who will take Lucky’s place in such an important job?  I can’t put the baby out with a horse that will be a bad influence, teach him bad habits, be mean or try to hurt this baby.  I need to figure out who will give him some guidance, teach him respect in a gentle way…..who do I want this baby “running with” to learn how to be a horse?
So, I begin running through all the other horses in the barn in my mind……Butler (no way, love him, but he can be a pain), Te (cribber), Studly or Purple (too young and ornery still.)  Looks like it may end up being our little girl’s pony, Tommy.  Tommy is a perfect gentleman.  He has wonderful manners and pretty much gets along with everyone.  He has actually already “adopted” Roman through the fence.  He will be a great “buddy” for Roman to run around with (literally…Ha! Ha!) when the time comes.
So who are you running around with?  Are you surrounding yourself with good influences most of the time?  Or are you picking up bad habits from your “barn buddies?”  Or are you the one that is a bad influence on those around you?  (Yes, this works both ways!!)

Where I work, there are lots of changes taking place since our company was sold a little over a year ago to a huge International Corporation.  Needless to say, there are many VERY unhappy people who work there.  It is apparent as soon as you walk in the door.  Attitudes are poor to say the least.  (I have to admit that I have to work very hard to keep a positive attitude, and many times I fail.)  Being surrounded by people who are “soured” makes it very easy to take on that attitude and follow suit.

As Christians, we do have a choice of who we spend most of our time with.  And when we have to be in situations where the attitudes or actions of those around us are not what would be pleasing to God, then we need to set the bar.  We need to be like the “Luckys” and “Tommys” in the horse world that are good influences on those babies.  We need to act as ladies and gentlemen of faith and have an attitude of love through Christ that will shine from us…. encouraging others to follow us in attitude and in action.
Here are a couple scriptures to think about…..

Romans 14:13-22

 13Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 

   14I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 

   15But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 

   16Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 

   17For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

   18For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 

   19Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

   20For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 

   21It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 

   22Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.
1 Corinthians 7:18-24:
   18Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. 

   19Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 

   20Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 

   21Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 

   22For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. 

   23Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

   24Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.

Until next month....

Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
Thought for the day: Remember, when the world pushes you to your knees,  you're in the perfect position to pray.

Four  Boyfriends 
Sent via an email buddy…..
 
Once upon a time there was a girl who had four boyfriends.


She loved the fourth boyfriend the most and adorned him with rich robes and treated him to the finest of delicacies. She gave him nothing but the best.
 
She also loved the third boyfriend very much and was always showing him off to neighboring kingdoms. However, she feared that one day he would leave her for another.


She also loved her second boyfriend. He was her confidant and was always kind, considerate and patient with her. Whenever this girl faced a problem, she could confide in him, and he would help her get through the difficult times.


The girl's first boyfriend was a very loyal partner and had made great contributions in maintaining her wealth and kingdom.  However, she did not love the first boyfriend although he loved her deeply; she hardly took notice of him!  

One day, the girl fell ill and she knew her time was short. She thought of her luxurious life and wondered, 'I now have four boyfriends with me, but when I die, will I be a alone..'


Thus, she asked the fourth boyfriend, 'I loved you the most, endowed you with the finest clothing and showered great care over you. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep me company?
‘No way!', replied the fourth boyfriend, and he walked away without another word.  His answer cut like a sharp knife right into her heart.


The sad girl then asked the third boyfriend, 'I loved you all my life. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep me company?'  
'No!', replied the third boyfriend. 'Life is too good! When you die, I'm going to marry someone else!' Her heart sank and turned cold.


She then asked the second boyfriend, 'I have always turned to you for help and you've always been there for me. When I die, will you follow me and keep me company?'
  
'I'm sorry, I can't help you out this time!’ replied the second boyfriend. 'At the very most, I can only walk with you to your grave.'  His answer struck her like a bolt of lightning, and the girl was devastated.

Then a voice called out: 'I'll go with you. I'll follow you no matter where you go.' The girl looked up, and there was her first boyfriend. He was very skinny as he suffered from malnutrition and neglect.   

Greatly grieved, the girl said, 'I should have taken much better care of you when I had the chance!'   

In truth, you have four boyfriends in your lives:

Your fourth boyfriend is your body. No matter how much time and effort you lavish in making it look good, it will leave you when you die.


Your third boyfriend is your possessions, status and wealth. When you die, it will all go to others.

Your second boyfriend is your family and friends. No matter how much they have been there for you, the furthest they can stay by you is up to the grave.


And your first boyfriend is your spirit…often neglected in pursuit of wealth, power and pleasures of the world.
However, your spirit is the only thing that will follow you where ever you go. Cultivate, strengthen and cherish it now, for it is the only part of you that will follow you to the throne of God and continue with you throughout Eternity.  

Kicks & Giggles
A little boy was overheard praying: 
'Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it. 
I'm having a real good time like I am.'

Prayer Requests

Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen.   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.
Pray for:
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms………

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

Philippians 1:6:
6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
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