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By Christa Conway


“Boy, that horse has so much potential!  He could be the next big thing!” OR “Man, that horse can move!  He has the potential to be a World Champion someday!”
Have you ever uttered those words about a horse in your barn?  Or heard those words said by someone else referring to a horse at an auction or a futurity?  Or maybe in an exhibition class at a barrel race?  We’ve all been standing on the fence and seen a trainer send a nice young horse through a pattern, whether it be a barrel race or another type of event, and heard people mention the bloodlines and the trainer’s accomplishments.  Soon to follow may be the words referring to the potential of the young horse to set new arena records or money earnings.

When you are the owner of such a potentially nice horse, it is easy to get your hopes up and begin to EXPECT results.  Most likely this ends in disappointment, because every potentially nice horse is NOT going to make a World Champion.

If we place too much expectation on these horses, we set them up for failure.

God does not do this with his children.  He will not set us up for failure in this sense.  (Of course there are instances where we need to fail in order to grow....I am not referring to these instances here.)  God gives us all potential.  What we do with the potential, in the form of “our gifts” is up to us.

In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, the bible speaks of gifts that we are given....

...there are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men....
...it tells of some of the gifts being... healing, prophecy, etc.

This part of scripture goes on to mention that the body of Christ is made up of many parts and it takes all of these parts to function properly.

In referring to all of the above scripture, I want to emphasize that God gives us the potential to be the best we can be using the gift he has given us.  For example, if we have been given the gift of being a good prayer warrior...then we should turn that potential into being a “World Champion” prayer warrior.  And if we have been given the gift of serving others, then we should serve others to the best of our ability and be a Champion in that aspect.  If we have been given the gift of ministering, then we should aspire to be the best minister that God would have us to be.

All in all, I believe what the bible says about all of us having been given a gift (or the potential) that will allow us to glorify God in some way or fashion.  It may be something that no one here on earth will ever acknowledge, but I guarantee if you are using your gift for God’s Kingdom, you will be acknowledged someday.

You might ask, “But, I don’t know what my gift is...how do I know what I have the potential for?”

My response would be to ask God to reveal it to you....it’s possible, if you are reading this magazine, it may have something to do with horses.  Or it could be something you do every day and just never looked at it that way.  Most likely it is something you already enjoy doing.  Maybe you like to organize events, or maybe you enjoy cooking, or just talking to people....I can’t answer that question, but God can.

Go to him in prayer and read some scripture....God will direct your path...if you request for him to lead you, He will.

I hope we can all (including myself) meet our full potential in the Body of Christ.  I am not sure whether I am considered a little toe or a strand of hair..... maybe a wrinkle or a kneecap.  All I know is that whatever it is that I am supposed to be doing, I want to be the best I can be at it.  (And sometimes I am sure I fall VERY SHORT!!!)

If we all strive to reach our full potential in the gifts we are given as a part of the body of Christ, then the body should function so much better and we can be considered Champions when we finish the race!  
(See 2 Timothy 4:5-7 below)
 5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

   6For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

   7I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

Until next month....

Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
Kicks & Giggles

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter.

Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses."

When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation."
Horse Terms
Horse Auction: What you think of having after your horse bucks you off.
 

Pinto: Green coat pattern found on freshly washed light colored horses left unattended for 2 minutes.
 

Well Mannered: Hasn't stepped on, bitten, or kicked anyone for a week.
 

Rasp: Abrasive metal tool used to remove excess skin from ones knuckles.
 

Lunging: Popular training method in which a horse exercises their owner by spinning them in circles until dizzy.
 

Gallop: Customary gait a horse chooses when returning back to the barn.
 

Nicely Started: Lunges, but not enough health insurance to even think about riding him.
 

Colic: Gastrointestinal result of eating at horse fair food stands.
 

Colt: What your mare gives you when you want a filly.
 

Easy to Load: Only takes 3 hours, 4 men, a 50lb bag of oats, and a tractor with loader.
 

Easy to Catch: In a 10x10 stall.
 

Easy Rider: Rides good in a trailer; not to be confused with "ride-able".
 

Endurance Ride: End result when your horse spooks and runs away with you.
 

Hives: What you get when receive the vet bill for your 6 horses, 3 dogs, 4 cats, and 1 donkey.
 

Hobbles: Walking gait of a horse owner after their foot has been stepped on by their horse.
 

Feed: Expensive substance used to manufacture manure.
 

Dog House: What you are in when you spend too much money on grooming supplies and pretty halters.
 

Cribbing: The vice of chewing your pencils while worrying as you're figuring the cost of next year’s hay.
Light Cribber: We can't afford to build anymore fencing or box stalls for this buzz saw on four legs.

 

Three Gaited Horse: A horse that 1) trips, 2) stumbles, 3) falls.
 

Five Gaited Horse: A horse that 1) trips, 2) stumbles, 3) falls, 4) gets up, and 5) trips again.
 

Equitation: The ability to keep a smile on your face and maintain proper posture while your horse tries to crowhop, shy and buck his way around a show ring.
 

Big Name Trainer: Cult Leader – Horse owners follow them blindly, will gladly sell their homes, spend their children's college funds and their IRA's to support them -- as they have a direct link to "The Most High Ones" (Judges).
 

Green Broke: The color of the face of the person who has just gotten the training bill from the Big Name Trainer . . .
 

Mustang: The type of horse your husband would gladly trade your favorite one for . . . preferably in a red convertible and V-8.
 

Overreaching: A descriptive term used to explain the condition your credit cards are in by the end of show season.
 

Quitter: A term trainers have commonly used to refer to their clients who finally come to their senses and pull horses out of their barns.
 

Ringworms: Spectators who block your view and gather around the rail sides at horse shows.
 

Tack Room: A room where every item necessary to work with or train your horse has been put, in a place where it cannot be found in less than 30 minutes.
 

Versatility: An owners ability to shovel manure, fix fences and chase down a loose horse all in one afternoon.

HORSEY FRIENDS
 By: Christa Conway
I’m blessed to live a unique life that includes my “horsey friends.”

I get to visit with them while at the horse shows almost every single weekend.

Although we come from all walks of life, there are a few things we all share.

From dusty hats, to “mucky” boots and in the spring, lots and lots of horse hair.

I’ve stayed at the homes of “horsey friends” from sea to shining sea,

And followed them down gravel roads getting where we’re supposed to be.

They’ve fed me and hauled me and let me drive their new truck,

They’ve even loaned me money when I’ve been down on my luck.

We share memories and lots of laughs and stories that we’ll tell

To all of our other “horsey friends” we’ve got to know so well.

So here’s to all the “horsey friends” we’ve made hauling down the road...

May your truck run good, your horse stay sound and...


may you never, ever get



throwed!


Prayer Requests

Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 

Lana Pitcock, mother of Lauri Duncan, suffered from a stroke in Mid-May.  She was having several issues as a result of this.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers for a full and speedy recovery.

Kendra Gilbreath's Grandfather, (I don't have a name at this point) underwent by-pass surgery and was having complications after a successful return home.  Please keep him and his family in your prayers.

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

Matthew 25:36
*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
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