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By Christa Conway


My husband Vick and I ride barrel racing horses.  We train our own and a few outside horses as time allows.  So, we've ridden our share of young horses that are just being started.  One of the things that helps a barrel horse be successful is "quick feet."  If a horse has "heavy" or "clumsy" feet...he will either end up stumbling over himself or just not shutting off the clock.  Sometimes horses just "have it" naturally and sometimes you have to teach them to "move their feet."  It may take several rides for them to finally get it.
I am sure that this is very important ability in more than just barrel horses.  I can think of several other disciplines where a horse needs to "move his feet" in order to score well or achieve a task.  Reiners and cutters are just two that come to mind...not to mention roping horses and even trail riding horses.

I can recall a few times when I have been on a young horse that needed a little help learning how to  "move his feet" and thinking to myself..."this one is never going to get it!"  I have gotten so frustrated before (yes, believe it, I do get that way occasionally...ask Vick) that I have had to get off of the horse after several attempts at a simple "cross over" failed.  (Of course, I always try to end on a good note...but sometimes it may just end up being a stop, back up and dismount!!)  Most often, by the time I put a couple more rides on a horse, they figure it out.  But it would be so much easier if they would just "move their feet" when I ask them the first time.

And so here we go....a recap of my most recent "aha-moment" goes something like this...

I usually try to listen to that "little voice" (Holy-Spirit speaking) when I get a feeling like I should do something...but the other day we were in church....

(Rewind...got to catch you all up to speed here.  Several members of my and Vick's families have just recently...within the last 6-8 weeks...started attending a new church. I (we all) absolutely LOVE IT.  I feel so at home there... great pastor... great message... God is there.  Anyway, during the service the pastor will always ask if anyone has a testimony...it may be a song, just a praise, whatever God lays on someone's heart.  Sometimes it can take a turn and change into a totally different kind of service than what the pastor had "planned."  It is always apparent that God is at work when this happens.
And so back to my "aha-moment."  As I was saying, I usually try to be obedient when I feel the urge to speak to someone...say a prayer for a person...etc.  Well, a couple Sundays ago as the pastor was asking for testimony... the little voice in my head said, "Sing that Patsy Cline song called Just A Closer Walk With Thee."  I hesitated for a few minutes, and didn't "move my feet."  And before I could get up the nerve to stand up in a new church, walk to the front and sing a song in front of many people I do not know...the moment had passed.  Opportunity was gone and I was thinking to myself, "Why didn't I move my feet?"

Of course it only made it clearer to me that I should have "moved my feet" when Vick leaned over not 5 minutes later and asked me, "What is that Patsy Cline song that you sing?"  Talk about an "aha-moment."

I don't know who needed to hear that song on that Sunday, but I didn't "move my feet" and they didn't hear that song.  God, forgive me for not responding when I was asked.

I made a point to go up after the service that Sunday and tell the pastor what happened.  He told me that the next time I had better obey the Holy Spirit!

Well, this past Sunday, as they were asking for testimonies, I did it.  I stood up in a "new to me" church and told the little story from the week before and then made my way to the front of the church to sing that Patsy Cline song.  Nerves really work on me and it was a little shaky...but I "moved my feet" that time and what a blessing!  The congregation even began to sing with me!

Oh, wait, it gets better!  I am not sure if it would have happened the week before, but after the service, my Grandpa (who has been to church with us for the last few weeks) told me that he had decided to give his life to Jesus!  I nearly fell over.  (Our whole family has been praying for him for many years.)  He and my grandma said the prayer of salvation that day.  Answered prayers of many and another couple of names written in God's Book of Life.  WOW.

Of course, it was not my song that caused them to make that decision, but it gives me such a great testimony that it all happened on the same day...just like God knew it would.

Grandpa's decision even inspired my kids to want to "ask Jesus into their hearts" on that same day.  I can't explain the joy that I felt as a Christian, and as a mother.

So, I guess the point I want to get across is that we may all be like those young horses who are reluctant to "move their feet" when we ask them.  God may have to stop on a good note and wait to ask us the next time the opportunity arises like we have to do with those young horses.

I would like to think that the farther along I get in my "training," the more quickly I learn to "move my feet."
Kicks & Giggles

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ?'

'No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.'

The Forgiving Barrel
Via email from Amy Wood
This was sent to be included in The Horse Resource Magazine's Christian Corral... but I thought it would be great to have in our CBRN as well...
Dear Christa,

I asked the author of our NBHA newsletter for TN if I could forward her thoughts about barrel racing for your Christian corral.
It may be about a local, but could be edited as a general Prayer & thought for all eventers.


After hearing about Joe’s daddy, I started thinking about barrel racing, and God, and heaven, and began to relate my barrel racing life with my Christian life.  
I think most of you, like me, love that awesome adrenaline rush from barrel racing.  My Good Lord knows that I am not perfect, but hey, that is why he gave me the rush of my second barrel. (my forgiving barrel**) Read on and you will understand.

The only way home through those gates is through The Father, The Son, and The Holy Ghost/Spirit.  It isn’t always easy for us, and he knows I am not perfect.
The only way to win a barrel race is, to have three clean turns and then home.  It isn’t always easy for us, and of course not perfect.

God the Father… my first barrel… my toughest barrel.  They say this one is most important, and it is usually your “money barrel”.
The Son**… my second barrel… usually a nice turn for me.  If I didn’t have a great first barrel, I can usually make up some time on my second.   My “forgiving**” barrel!
The Holy Ghost/Spirit…my third barrel… The spirit is in me and I am feeling good because I am getting ready to …
HEAD HOME!    And what a ride as I run through the gates!!  
Many times as I ran home out the gates, you probably heard me give a big exciting yell with a smile from ear to ear.   That is the way I want to go through the gates!  Joe, your daddy might not have been a barrel racer, but I pray that he ran as hard as he could, with a smile from ear to ear on his face, through the gates home!  
“Three Turns and Home”!  You are in my prayers Joe and Jennifer.

Susan Ratclif writes our newsletter each month and has a way with words.
Thanks ,   Amy Wood

News from Friends

Christal and Chris Craig welcomed their new son, Colt, into the world on March 17th.  Congratulations Christal, Chris and big brother, Cobee!
A Few Horse Terms 

More next month??

Hock: Financial condition of all horse owners.

Stall: What your rig does at rush hour in an unfamiliar city on the way to a big horse show.
 

A Bit: What you have left in your pocket after you've been to your favorite tack shop.
Fence: Decorative structure built to provide your horse with something to chew on, scratch against and jump over.

MY STORY

 By: Betty Rice

Gather round me brothers, There’s a story I must tell

The Lord has lain it on my heart, And I want to tell it well.

It’s about a place called heaven, It’s about a place called hell

It’s about a place called Calvery, I know the story well.

You see my friend our Father, Who loves us all so much

Sent His only Begotten Son Jesus, To bear our sins for us.

This Man when He walked on this land, He never did no wrong

He cured the lepor, healed the sick, And sent them with a song.

One day they said That He must die, Even though He had done no wrong

They took the words that He had said, And made them all seem wrong.

They put a crown upon His head, But it wasn’t made of gold

It was made of thorns and stickers, And it made His blood run cold.

They put a robe around Him, Then they spit upon His face

They mocked Him and they slapped Him, They tried to make Him a disgrace.

He had to carry His own cross, Made out of a heavy tree

It was a long hard climb, Up that hill to Calvery.

They hit Him and they slashed Him, Everytime He fell,

They didn’t have no pity, On my Savior I love so well.

They pierced His hands and feet with nails, They stuck a sword into His side

He had to hang upon that cross, Untill He finally died.

He could have called the Angels, to rescue Him from above

But all this pain and suffering, He did it for us with love.

He asked God to forgive them, For the things they did to Him,

He said they knew no better, Please Father, Forgive them for their sins.

So you see my brother, He loves us all so much

Please take Him as your Savior, He has that understanding touch.

Someday when it’s all over, When it’s all said and done

You’ll be glad you trusted Jesus, God the Father and the Son.


Prayer Requests

Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 

Linda Pitcock, wife of Jim Pitcock, underwent surgery for breast cancer in late March.  Her doctors are wanting to make sure that they remove all of the affected tissue and have decided to perform a second surgery less than 10 days after the 1st.  Linda will have went though her second surgery by the time you all read this.  Please keep her, her husband and our family in your prayers for a full and speedy recovery.


Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 
*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
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