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And, By The Way…Is My Blessing Here Yet?
By: Christa Conway

I was sure a few weeks ago that spring had sprung.  And then old man winter came back.  A little of him goes a long way with me!  I am a fair weather cowgirl…and my husband is way worse than me!  We both do the minimum and hightail it to the house on those single digit days.  I don’t know many people that enjoy having water buckets to tend to when it is frigid cold.  I am sure there are those that enjoy riding in the snow, but I am not one of them.

Anyway, getting back to spring.  I did get my hopes up and then, like I said…here came winter again.  I got bummed out and went back to the “Honey, will you go feed?  I’ve got a lot to do in the house today,” and “I don’t think I’ll ride today, I’ll just lunge them” or “Do you think we could move south?”  That last one eats up a lot of my daydreaming this time of year.  Seems like every winter we start looking for a place to move to somewhere in Texas or Oklahoma.  We look and talk and get all excited about it…then before we know it….SPRINGTIME!

It really is something to look forward to, especially if you are in the horse business.  It means we will be able to ride outside again soon, it means foals will be born soon, or business will be picking up for trainers and blacksmiths.  What a promising time of year.

Do we all look forward to other things in our lives as much as we look forward to spring?  I don’t know…maybe the workweek’s end or summer break for the kids.  I think springtime is at the top of MY list though.

I was thinking about how much I look forward to spring and how much rougher things are until it gets here and then I realized it!  Waiting out the winter for spring is like going through a trial to get to the blessing.

Our Pastor talked about trials and temptations at church last Sunday…. so I am using some of his ideas and elaborating on them.

James 1:13 says:  Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

After a trial or a rough time in your life…if you handle it the way God wants you to (and He will let you know), then you will be in for a blessing.  That is a promise…just like we all know that spring will come, we just don’t know for sure when.

If you are going through a trial, ask God’s for wisdom.

James 1:5 tells us:  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 

Notice that verse says,”without finding fault.”  Someone told me a long time ago that when you are unsure if what you are doing is right or wrong…remember God sees what you are doing you either way………So maybe you should ask Him and go with your heart.  At least if you are asking and seeking that wisdom…He will give it to you without finding fault.  That’s a nice reassurance.

And if God is there with you during your trial…it will be easier to bear.  (Just like it is easier to make it through the winter with a little help from your spouse, your kids or your friends!)

Also remember, God is no respecter of persons…he even judged angels and sent them to hell…BUT he offered protection and ways of escape to many righteous men…(look in 2Peter chapter 2) like Noah and Lot…they were surrounded by terrible situations, people and conditions…and God knew their hearts.  He guided them through the trials and offered them a physical way out and to their blessing.  They did have to be listening though…how else would Noah have known to build the ark?  God still does this kind of work…maybe not so drastically, but God never changes.  He will do the same for us.  We just have to 

1.    Persevere…

2.  Ask God for Wisdom when things get tough

3.    Be Patient…God WILL bring us through if we follow his guidance.

And Spring WILL be here any day now!  I don’t know about you, but I can hardly wait!!!!!

Who's your Daddy?

Via email


  A seminary professor was vacationing with his wife in Gatlinburg, TN. One morning, they were eating breakfast at a little restaurant, hoping to enjoy a quiet, family meal. While they were waiting for their food, they 
 noticed a distinguished looking, white-haired man moving from table to table, visiting with the guests. The professor leaned over and whispered to his wife, "I hope he doesn't come over here." But sure enough, the man did come over to their table.

"Where are you folks from?" he asked in a friendly voice.

"Oklahoma," they answered.

"Great to have you here in Tennessee," the stranger said. "What do you do for a living?"

"I teach at a seminary," he replied.

"Oh, so you teach preachers how to preach, do you? Well, I've got a really great story for you." And with that, the gentleman pulled up a chair and sat down at the table with the couple.                         
                                                                 The professor groaned and thought to himself, "Great ... Just what I need ... another preacher story!"

The man started, "See that mountain over there? (Pointing out the 
 restaurant window).  Not far from the base of that mountain, there was a boy born to an unwed mother. He had a hard time growing up, because every place he went, he was always asked the same question, 'Hey boy, Who's your daddy?' Whether he was at school, in the grocery store or drug store, people would ask the same question, 'Who's your daddy?'

He would hide at recess and lunchtime from other students. He would avoid going in to stores because that question hurt him so bad.

"When he was about 12 years old, a new preacher came to his church. He would always go in late and slip out early to avoid hearing the question, 'Who's your daddy?' But one day, the new preacher said the benediction so fast he got caught and had to walk out with the crowd.

Just about the time he got to the back door, the new preacher, not knowing anything about him, put his hand on his shoulder and asked him, Son, who's your daddy?

The whole church got deathly quiet. He could feel every eye in the church looking at him. Now everyone would finally know the answer to the question, 'Who's your daddy?'

"This new preacher, though, sensed the situation around him and using discernment that only the Holy Spirit could give, said the following to that scared little boy ... "Wait a minute! I know who you are. I see the family resemblance now. You are a child of God."

With that he patted the boy on his shoulder and said, " Boy, you've got a great inheritance. Go and claim it."

“With that, the boy smiled for the first time in a long time and walked out the door a changed person. He was never the same again. Whenever anybody asked him, 'Who's your Daddy?' he'd just tell them, 'I'm a Child of God.'"

The distinguished gentleman got up from the table and said, "Isn't that a great story?"

The professor responded that it really was a great story!

As the man turned to leave, he said, "You know, if that new preacher hadn't told me that I was one of God's children, I probably never would have amounted to anything!" And he walked away.

The seminary professor and his wife were stunned. He called the waitress 
 over & asked her, "Do you know who that man was who just left that was 
 sitting at our table?"

The waitress grinned and said, "Of course. Everybody here knows him.  That's Ben Hooper. He's the former governor of Tennessee!"

Someone in your life today needs a reminder that they're one of God's children!     

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed!

Proverbs 16:3
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

*Camille Lukens* had surgery at the beginning of February.  She is recovering and doing well, keep her in our prayers for a full recovery.

*Sadie Lukens* had surgery on her leg due to an accident last fall.  She is doing well.  Keep her and her mom in you prayers.  They are both on the mend. (See above.)

*Meg Gibson* Continue to keep her in your prayers.  (She is the mother to be who they think may have leukemia.)  I have not had any updates on her yet.

The following is a note from my Aunt, Tammy Mills, (My dad and Tootie’s sister).  Her daughter, *Alisha Mills*, is serving in Iraq………

I just wanted to thank everyone who has been praying for Alisha and our family and all the troops in harms way. You have all been a cornerstone for my sanity...here is a part of a email I recently got from her so pleazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz pray some more......thanks again and I love you all.....here’s my airman in her armor God Bless her ..........And Lord give me the strength to keep up all the prayers and letters and comfort she needs me to have.....thanks again....hugzzzzzzz Tammy
 

“I love you... it is really starting to get depressing here, keep praying for me. Feb 3 and 6th are looking pretty scary; Intel is showing a high likelihood of a lot of attacks. We are already told to wear body armor both days and we are probably going to be issued weapons the whole weekend. Please pray for us, all I want is just to come home.
Alisha”

I also have a brother, *Terry Rice*, serving in the military.  He was in Iraq a couple of years ago.

Please keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24
Words From Friends

To those of you who write me or verbally let me know you’ve enjoyed the newsletter…I want to say “Thank You so much!!”    I sometimes wonder if I should continue this and when I get to questioning myself and the newsletter …God answers through you all.

Love In Christ,

Christa
Hi Chista! I was wondering if I could get on your mailing list. I love reading your newsletter. You really have a heart for God!! 
Erica Wagner

Hey there, Christa....
Are you staying warm? Wow has it ever gotten cold Burrrrrrr.
Thanks a lot for the newsletters I look forward to them. They help me keep me up on the news about the people that ride…….

…….I have some pretty good story's from our Pastor that he writes for the paper I will send you a couple, Maybe it would be something for the newsletter.
This one I just sent is not our Pastor but a nice story.
Georgie
Horsey Ads

Some Items For Sale that may be of interest to you or someone you know.

FOR SALE:  1999 Georgie Boy Motor Home Class A body style, 29ft long, Chevrolet 454 motor.  Loaded with everything, sleeps six comfortably and includes dinette, couch, kitchen and master bedroom.  Asking $31,000.  Call for more info  (765) 998-7592

COX VET LAB SUPPLEMENTS:  We are now an authorized dealer of these great products.  I can get you anything from shampoo to leg poultice and from electrolytes to joint supplements.  Check out our web site or give me a call to place an order.       Christa  Conway (765) 744-7363

CHICKS DIG IT Standing in 2006…Half brother to Cash In The Policy (Darrin Hornberger’s great mare), Gone To The Chicks (Futurity standout place 6th at Ft. Smith, etc.), Bugged Policy, and many more.  Check out our web site for more info or call. Christa Conway (765) 744-7363

HORSE/TACK AUCTION March 25, 2006 11:00 Tack & Saddles - 2:00 Catalogued horses followed by un-catalogued horses.  Topeka Livestock Auction Barn Topeka, IN Call (574) 930-0450 For More Info - Athletic Style Ranch - Tye & Ronda Casey www.asrkc@earthlink.net (Sale Bill attached)

HOLY ALPHABET

Thanks Danette!

A lthough things are not perfect 
B ecause of trial or pain 
C ontinue in thanksgiving 
D o not begin to blame 
E ven when the times are hard 
F ierce winds are bound to blow 
G od is forever able 
H  old on to what you know 
I  magine life without His love 
J   oy would cease to be 
K eep thanking Him for all the things 
L ove imparts to thee 
M ove out of "Camp Complaining" 
N o weapon that is known 
O n earth can yield the power 
P raise can do alone 
Quit looking at the future 
R edeem the time at hand 
S tart every day with worship 
T o "thank" is a command 
U ntil we see Him coming 
V ictorious in the sky 
W e'll run the race with gratitude 
X alting God most high 
Y es, there'll be good times and yes       some will be bad, but... 
Z ion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!


Health Section

(hee hee…I think we have this at my house too!)

Living with O.C.E.A.N. Syndrome

By Scooter Grubb
 

Just recently, after years of research, I have finally been able to give a name to what my wife and I have been living with for years. It's an affliction, for sure, which when undiagnosed and misunderstood can devastate and literally tear a family apart. Very little is known about O.C.E.A.N. Syndrome. But it is my hope this article will generate interest from researchers involved in the equine and psychological sciences. You will, no doubt, begin to identify similar symptoms in your own family and hopefully now be able to cope.

 

Obsessive Compulsive Equine Attachment Neurosis Syndrome (O.C.E.A.N.S) is usually found in the female and can manifest itself anytime from birth to the golden years. Symptoms may appear any time and may even go dormant in the late teens, but the syndrome frequently re-emerges in later years. Symptoms vary widely in both number and degree of severity.

Allow me to share some examples that are most prominent in our home.

 

The afflicted individual:

 

1. Can smell moldy hay at ten paces, but can't tell whether milk has gone bad until it turns chunky.

 

2. Finds the occasional "Buck and Toot" session hugely entertaining, but severely chastises her husband for similar antics.

 

3. Will spend hours cleaning and conditioning her tack, but wants to

>eat on paper plates so there are no dishes.

 

4. Considers equine sweat a fragrance.

 

5. Enjoys mucking out four stalls twice a day, but insist on having a housekeeper mop the kitchen floor once a week.

 

6. Will spend an hour combing and trimming an equine mane, but wears a baseball cap so she doesn't waste time brushing her own hair.

 

7. Will dig through manure piles daily looking for worms, but does not fish.

 

8. By memory can mix eight different supplements in the correct proportions, but can't make macaroni and cheese that isn't soupy.

 

9. Twice a week will spend an hour scrubbing algae from the water tanks, but has a problem cleaning lasagna out of the casserole dish.

 

10. Can sit through a four-hour session of a groundwork clinic, but unable to make it through a half-hour episode of Cops.

 

The spouse of an afflicted victim:

 

1. Must come to terms with the fact there is no cure, and only slightly effective treatments. The syndrome may be genetic or caused by the inhaling of manure particles.

 

2. Must adjust the family budget to include equine items - hay, veterinarian services, farrier services, riding boots and clothes, supplements, tack, equine masseuse and acupuncturist - as well as the

(mandatory) equine spiritual guide, etc. Once you have identified a monthly figure, never look at it again. Doing so will cause tightness in your chest, nausea and occasional diarrhea.

 

3. Must realize that your spouse has no control over this affliction.

More often than not, she will deny a problem even exists. Denial is common.

 

4. Must form a support group. You need to know you're not alone - and there's no shame in admitting your wife has a problem. Most times, she will be unaware that you are even gone, until the precise moment she needs help getting a 50-pound bag of grain out of the truck.

 

Now you can better see how O.C.E.A.N.S. affects countless households in this country and abroad. It knows no racial, ethnic or religious boundaries. It is a syndrome that will be difficult to treat because those most affected are in denial and therefore, not interested in a cure.

Kicks & Giggles

THE ROOSTER
No offense to you blondes (via email)

A blonde calls her boyfriend and says "Please come over here and help me.  I have a killer jigsaw puzzle, and I can't figure out how to get started."

Her boyfriend asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's finished?"

The blonde says,” According to the picture on the box, it's a rooster."

Her boyfriend decides to go over and help with the puzzle.

She lets him in and shows him where she had the puzzle spread all over the table.

He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns to her and says,

"First of all, no matter what we do, we're not going to be able to assemble these pieces into anything resembling a rooster.

He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's have a nice cup of tea, and then.....

he said with a deep sigh...."Let's put all these Corn Flakes back in the box."
*Prayer for Unsaved* 
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them…Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and over sixty regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want!  All you have to do is ask.  If you have a prayer request or a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter…just send them to me or call me and I’ll write them up for you!
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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