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By Christa Conway


I was thinking the other day about how it always seems like temptation comes along at the most inconvenient moment.  (I have also come to believe that this is no coincidence…) By temptation, I am mostly speaking of the temptations of doubt and worry….the temptation to doubt in God’s ability to get us through ANYTHING and the worry that he won’t.

BUT, GUESS WHAT..HE WILL!!


Going back to the temptations themselves…it is hard to see God’s hand at work sometimes in situations where a solution seems near impossible to see.  This is where we need to stand on our faith, because God’s word says in 2 Corinthians 5:7….

We live by faith, not by sight.
Even though things look like there is no possible way that God could pull us out of a situation….that does not mean that is the case. Faith is not by sight….

…Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

Hebrews 11:1

God has all the resources He needs to do anything He pleases.  But, we have to ask….and then we have to have faith that he can do.  Of course, He may not see fit to give us something that will harm us in the future.  And we have to have faith that if we really are “giving it to God” then He will provide a solution and a way through the problem.  (I think my biggest problem is when I “give it to God,” it isn’t long before I take it back.)

But it is reassuring to know that even Jesus struggled with his emotions.

Jesus faced temptation….


There is one particular place in scripture when it speaks of Jesus being tempted and troubled.  This moment comes within hours of the most significant moment in history concerning our salvation.  When Jesus was in Gethsemane praying, the scripture says he was “sorrowful and troubled.”  It says that his soul was overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.”  (Matthew 26:37-38)
Jesus was struggling with his mission and was asking God if there was some other way…”may this cup be taken away from me……..the spirit is willing, but the body is weak…”   Mathew 26:39 and 41
Jesus struggled so much with this that four times he returned to his disciples in hope that they would be praying with/for him and was upset when he found them sleeping.

I find it very interesting that Jesus struggled so much at a time so close to the greatest blessing given to us by God.  (Of course for obvious reasons….he knew what was going to happen.)  But I think that so often we are tempted by doubt and fear (the devil) at the moments leading up to a breakthrough of blessing.  The devil does not want us to receive our blessing.  He does not want us to see the fruits of our seeds.  And at the point just before we start to have harvest, that is when (I believe) he attacks us the hardest.  You see, if we receive a blessing, it is conformation to us of God’s promises and that inspires us to talk and share with others what God is doing in our lives.  If the devil can move in and steal it from us…don’t you think he will?

Don’t let him!!

Submit yourselves then to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

James 4:7

Be assured that whatever you are going through, God IS there.  He is waiting on you to reach for Him so He can pull you through this situation.

Ask your friends and family to pray for you, Jesus wasn’t afraid to ask for prayer, and He is the Son of God.  If He needed to ask for prayer, why wouldn’t it be a good idea for us to do the same?  And obviously we should spend time in prayer and in the Word ourselves….Jesus did that too….(But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.  Luke 5:16)

AND……that is us reaching for God.

Keep reaching….He WILL pull you through.

He will never leave us or forsake us……….Joshua 1:5

Significance of Stars
By:  Christa Conway

The phrase “It’s always darkest just before the dawn” comes to mind while I was writing this newsletter….and I have a some different thoughts on this…..I thought I should include them…

The stars come out at night……


Maybe I over-analyze things or think a little too much on some things anyway…but, here goes…

All through history, (until the last few hundred years) people used the stars for MANY things…from telling time to calendars and maps, etc…The wise men followed a star to find Jesus, the Shepard’s followed a star…and so on (look this up on-line and you will be amazed!!)

I got to thinking about this and it really hit me hard one night as I was walking back up to the house from the barn in he dark.  How ironic is it that the stars in the sky that guided so many people and timed everything from childbirth to harvest were only visible at night!!!  IN THE DARK!!!

I find that so interesting that God created his map, calendar and clock to be visible at the time when everything was dark.  Here are a few other thoughts (and clichés.)

· In order to see the stars, you’d better be looking up!  

· You have really got to be “looking for the light” in order to find your way.

· If you focus on the dark around you, you’ll never find your way.

· If you are looking for the light when it is dark, you will find your way.

Just a little “lighter” side to God’s creation….do you think He intended for it to be that way?

I know I do!!!

Genesis 1:14-15

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light to the earth.”  And so it was…….
 

Kicks & Giggles

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter.

Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses."

When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation."


Prayer Requests

Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 

Ross Carnahan lost his wife, Doreen last month.  Please keep Ross and his family in your prayers during this hard time.

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
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