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Author Unknown

As I head into the alleyway with you by my side, I hear you say “get the money!”

Racing forward to the first barrel, I hear you say “find your spot.” I find my spot beside the barrel just as I have done in my life, I found my spot beside you, my friend.

Leaving the first barrel I hear you say “look up.” I look up to the second barrel, and to heaven, I thank God for the sound of your voice in my life.

Rounding the second barrel, I hear you say “push him”. With one kick I push my horse forward. Just like you have pushed me forward on the road to achieving my life long dreams.

Around the third barrel we go. Heading towards the timer, three barrels up, clock ticking, the crowed roaring, and I hear you say “hustle”. I realize now if you hustle through life without finding your spot, looking up to God, pushing the envelope to the max, without a friend like you, I will never make it to the Pay Window.

Standing at the pay window together, laughing and smiling, I grasp the reality of the moment. Money comes and goes, but the memory of a smile is forever.

As we load up and go to the next race, I want you to know how much it means to me to have you as my friend in the alleyway!


Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed!

Proverbs 16:3


RODEO LIFE

By: Betty Rice

It's 4:30 a.m.

And I'm up before dawn

Wondering what bull

I'll be called to sit upon

I love the Rodeo Life

It's been the best for me

Being a Champion Bull Rider

Is all I ever wanted to be

As I pack up for Houston

There's no looking behind

Leaving my wife and children

Sometimes makes me want to change my mind

I never thought I'd see the day

When riding bulls wasn't on my mind

But lately this Rodeo Life

Is a much harder mountain to climb

There's guys out there

Lot's younger then me

And being number "1"

Is all they can see

But days grow short now

And time goes by so fast

And being number "1"

Never seems to last

I've looked the whole world over

And everywhere I see

Cowboys that once were here

Have passed on to Eternity

It makes me stop and wonder

What my life holds in store

When I cross the Big Blue Yonder

And step out at Heaven's Door

Will being Number "1"

Get my anywhere

If Rodeo Life ain't all there is

Then I haven't got a prayer

I think I'd like to change my ways

And go back to my younger days

But there's no turning back for me

I'm on my way to Eternity

I think I'll accept what God has done

By sending me His Only Son

They say He gave His life for me

If I open my heart, I can be set free

I don't want to face the Lord above

Without ever knowing His sweet love

I want to get to know Him, dear

For with Him in my life, I'll need not fear

This Rodeo Life has been good to me

But with the Lord I am set free

Now I can face each coming day

And take whatever comes my way

Now, I'm asking you, my rodeo friend

Won't you let Jesus enter in

We'll live throughout Eternity

And a better ride, they'll never be.

FOR WHAT DOES IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE GAINS THE WHOLE WORLD BUT LOSES HIS SOUL?
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

*Meg Gibson* of Cullman, AL is expecting a baby.  She may have leukemia and they cannot do anything until the baby is born.  Please keep her, her baby and family in your prayers.


*Lauren “Dell” Delodovico* was killed in an automobile accident on December 30th.  She was only 20 years old.  She was a member of the GBRA-I in 2002 and 2003 and placed in the 3rd Division.  Please keep her mother, Susan Baker, in your prayers, as well as the rest of her family.  I cannot imagine losing a child, only God could comfort someone in a time like that.

*Jennifer Cockrell* asked for me to say a prayer for her.  She is just having a hard time right now and by the time this prints, I hope things will be looking better and better.  Just say a little prayer for her and haer family.

*Angel Keal* sent me a few prayer requests this month. I am adding her requests below, mostly her words.  (I added the dates.)


Please help us pray for these families.  My father-in-law (age 50) had a stroke early in the morning on Monday Jan. 16th.  He can talk and has good movement in most of his body except for his right arm.  He is also having trouble with his vision.  The blood clot is affecting his optic nerve.  Would you please pray for him and our family and especially for his faith in God.  Also, one of our friend's mom was diagnosed with cancer on Jan. 9th.  The cancer is all over her body and they have given her about 2 months to live.  Kenny (our friend) is having an awful time dealing with this.  Please pray for comfort for him and his whole family!!

Also, please say a little prayer for Jimmy and myself.  We have a lot going on right now with his dad, I'm taking online classes that require much studying, and we are short on help at work, which makes things hectic.
Thank you so much!!!!!

God Bless,

Angel and Jimmy Keal

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24
Words From Friends

To those of you who write me or verbally let me know you’ve enjoyed the newsletter…I want to say “Thank You so much!!”    I sometimes wonder if I should continue this and when I get to questioning myself and the newsletter …God answers through you all.

Love In Christ,

Christa
Hey Christa,

 Just wanted to let you know that you can start Emailing the newsletter if you want.  Save you some postage.  Thanks so much I enjoy reading all the great stuff you have to share.  

 I would like to put a friend on the prayer list. Her name is Meg Gibson from Cullman, AL.  She is a fellow barrel racer who is about to have a baby and they found out she may have leukemia.  They can’t do anything until the baby is born.  I believe a little prayer will go a long way.  

Thanks so much keep up the good work.

Jamie Cagle
Hi , Great newsletter, keep them coming.  I look forward to reading them.  See ya later,  Tena and Tracy. Z
Thank you Christa for sharing the word.  You are doing such a wonderful job.  I enjoyed your newsletter a little more this month than normal...........  it touched my spirit and sometimes it's just one word or one message, but I felt like it was important to share that with you!!  Thank you! 
Hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday, 
Dianna
Horsey Ads

Some Items For Sale that may be of interest to you or someone you know.

FOR SALE:  1999 Georgie Boy Motor Home Class A body style, 29ft long, Chevrolet 454 motor.  Loaded with everything, sleeps six comfortably and includes dinette, couch, kitchen and master bedroom.  Asking $31,000.  Call for more info  (765) 998-7592

COX VET LAB SUPPLEMENTS:  We are now an authorized dealer of these great products.  I can get you anything from shampoo to leg poultice and from electrolytes to joint supplements.  Check out our web site or give me a call to place an order.       Christa  Conway (765)744-7363

CHICKS DIG IT Standing in 2006…Half brother to Cash In The Policy (Darrin Hornberger’s great mare), Gone To The Chicks (Futurity standout place 6th at Ft. Smith, etc.), Bugged Policy, and many more.  Check out our web site for more info or call. Christa Conway (765)744-7363

HORSE/TACK AUCTION March 25, 2006 11:00 Tack & Saddles - 2:00 Catalogued horses followed by un-catalogued horses.  Topeka Livestock Auction Barn Topeka, IN Call (574) 930-0450 For More Info - Athletic Style Ranch - Tye & Ronda Casey www.asrkc@earthlink.net (Sale Bill attached)

God and the Spider
Author Unknown via email
During World War II, a US marine was separated from his unit on a Pacific island. The fighting had been intense, and in the smoke and the crossfire he had lost touch with his comrades.

Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers coming in his direction. Scrambling for cover, he found his way up a high ridge to
several small caves in the rock. Quickly he crawled inside one of the caves. Although safe for the moment, he realized that once the enemy soldiers looking for him swept up the ridge, they would quickly search all the caves and he would be killed.

As he waited, he prayed, Lord, if it be your will, please protect me.

Whatever your will though, I love you and trust you. Amen.

After praying, he lay quietly listening to the enemy begin to draw close.  He thought, Well, I guess the Lord is not going to help me out of this one. Then he saw a spider begin to build a web over the front of his cave.

As he watched, listening to the enemy searching for him all the while, the spider layered strand after strand of web across the opening of the cave.

He thought what I need is a brick wall and what the Lord has sent me is a spider web. God does have a sense of humor.

As the enemy drew closer he watched from the darkness of his hideout and
could see them searching one cave after another. As they came to his, he
got ready to make his last stand do. To his amazement, however, after glancing in the direction of his cave, they moved on.

Suddenly, he realized that with the spider web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one had entered for quite a while.

Lord, forgive me, prayed the young man. I
had forgotten that in you a spider's web is stronger than a brick wall.

We all face times of great trouble. When we do, it is so easy to forget the victories that God would work in our lives, sometimes in the most surprising ways. As the great leader, Nehemiah, reminded the people of
Israel when they faced the task of rebuilding Jerusalem, In God we will have success! [Nehemiah 2:20]

Remember: Whatever is happening in your life, with God, a mere spiders
web can become a brick wall of protection. Believe He is with you always.
Just speak His name through Jesus His son, and you will see His great power
and love for you.
Kicks And Giggles

A couple goes for a meal at a Chinese restaurant and orders the "Chicken Surprise". The waiter brings the meal, served in a lidded cast iron pot.  Just as the wife is about to serve herself, the lid of the pot rises slightly and she briefly sees two beady little eyes looking around before the lid slams back down.

"Good grief, did you see that?" she asks her husband.

He hasn't, so she asks him to look in the pot. He reaches for it and again the lid rises, and he sees two little eyes looking around before it slams down.

Rather perturbed, he calls the waiter over, explains what is happening, and demands an explanation.

"Please sir," says the waiter, "what you order?"
The husband replies, "Chicken Surprise."

Your going to love this....................

""Ah... so sorry," says the waiter, "I bring you Peeking Duck".
Thinking of dating or marrying a horsewoman? Please read the following carefully: 
· Easy to Locate: She's either off on the horse or out in the barn. 
· Upholds the double standard: Smooches with the most bewhiskered beast, but recoils when a man needs a shave. 
· Owns one vacuum cleaner - and operates it exclusively in the barn. 
· A social butterfly: Provided another horsey woman gives the party. Falls asleep in her soup at all other functions. 
· Economy minded: Won't waste money on permanents, facials, or manicures. 
· A culinary perfectionist: Checks every section of hay for mold but doesn't blink when she petrifies dinner in the microwave. 
· Occasionally amorous: But never leaves lipstick on your collar, at worst, slight trace of chapstick. 
· Easy to outfit: No need for embarrassing visits to uncomfortable little boutiques. She can find all she wears at the local tack store. 
· Features a selective sense of smell: Bitterly complains about the sticky-sweet cigar smoke of others while remaining totally oblivious to the almost visible aroma of her barn boots drying next to the heater. 
· Unmistakable in a bathing suit: She's the one whose tan starts at the nose, ends at the neck, and picks up again at the wrists 
· A dedicated club woman: as long as the words "horse" or "riding" appear in its name. 
· Has your leisure at heart: Eliminates grass cutting by turning every square inch of lawn into pasture which, in turn, converts itself into mud. 
· A master at multiplication: She starts with one horse, adds a companion, and if it's a mare, she breeds it. 
· Keeps an eagle eye on the budget: Easily justifies spending six hundred dollars on tack, but croaks when you blow ten on bowling. 
· An engaging conversationalist: Can rattle on endlessly about training or breeding. 
· Socially aware: Knows that formal occasions call for clean boots. 
· A moving force in the family: House by house, she'll get you to move closer to horse country (and farther away from your job.) 
· Easy to please: A new wheelbarrow, custom boots, or even a folding hoof pick will win her heart forever. 
· Sentimental fool: Displays a minimum of six 8x10 color photos of the horse in the house and carries a crumpled snapshot of you (taken before you were married) somewhere in the bottom of her purse. 
· Shows her affection in unusual ways: If she pats you on the neck and says, "You're a good boy," believe it or not, she loves you.
"A Letter From Your Horse"

Author Unknown

(original version):


When you are tense, let me teach you to relax.
When you are short tempered, let me teach you to be patient.
When you are short sighted, let me teach you to see.
When you are quick to react, let me teach you to be thoughtful.
When you are angry, let me teach you to be serene.
When you feel superior, let me teach you to be respectful.
 When you are self absorbed, let me teach you to think of greater
>things.
When you are arrogant, let me teach you humility.
When you are lonely, let me be your companion.
When you are tired, let me carry the load.
When you need to learn, let me teach you.
After all, I am your horse.


 And now, the REAL story...

When you are tense, let me teach you that there are lions in them thar woods, and we need to leave NOW!
When you are short-tempered, let me teach you how to slog around the pasture for an hour before you can catch me.
When you are short sighted, let me teach you to figure out where, exactly, in the 40 acres I am hiding.
When you are quick to react, let me teach you that herbivores kick MUCH faster (and harder) than omnivores.
When you are angry, let me teach you how well I can stand on my hind feet, because I don't feel like cantering on my right lead today.
When you are worried, let me entertain you with my mystery lameness.
When you feel superior, let me teach you that, mostly, you are the maid service.
When you are self-absorbed, let me teach you to PAY ATTENTION.
Remember?
I told you about those lions in them thar woods?
When you are arrogant, let me teach you what 1900 lbs. of "YAHOO LETS GO!" can do when suitably inspired.
When you are lonely, let me be your companion. Let's do lunch. Also, breakfast and dinner.
When you are tired, don't forget the 600 lbs. of grain and 150 bales of hay that need to be unloaded.
When you are feeling financially secure, let me teach you the meaning of "Veterinary Services."
When you need to learn, hang around, babe. I'll learn ya."
- Sincerely Your Horse
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Check This Out…thanks to email

For                                   God so loV ed the world, That He gA ve
      His onL y
     BegottE n
            SoN
                T hat whosoever Believeth I n Him
    Should N ot perish,
 But have E verlasting life."
               John 3:16

*Prayer for Unsaved* 
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them:

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and over fifty regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want!
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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