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My mother's father worked as a carpenter. On this particular
day, he was building some crates for the clothes his church was
sending to orphanages in China. On his way home, he reached
into his shirt pocket to find his glasses, but they were gone.
When he mentally replayed his earlier actions, he realized what
had happened; the glasses had slipped out of his pocket
unnoticed and fallen into one of the crates, which he had nailed
shut. His brand new glasses were heading for China!


The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had six
children. He had spent $20 for those glasses that very morning.
He was upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. It's
not fair, he told God as he drove home in frustration. I've been
very faithful in giving of my time and money to your work, and
now this.


Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in
the United States. He wanted to visit all the churches that
supported him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my
grandfather's small church in Chicago. The missionary began by
thanking the people for their faithfulness in supporting him.

But most of all, he said, I must thank you for the glasses you
sent last. You see, the Communists had just swept through the orphanage, destroying everything, including my glasses.


I was desperate. Even if I had the money, there was simply no
way of replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to
see well, I experienced headaches every day, so my coworkers and
I were much in prayer about this. Then your crates arrived.
When my staff removed the covers, they found a pair of glasses lying on top.


The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in.
Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all, he continued:
Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had
been custom made just for me! I want to thank you for being a
part of that.


The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But the
missionary surely must have confused their church with another, they thought. There were no glasses on their list of items to
be sent overseas. But sitting quietly in the back, with tears
streaming down his face, an ordinary carpenter realized the
Master Carpenter had used him in an extraordinary way.


There are times we want to blame God instead of thanking him!
Perhaps we ought to try to thank Him more often. May GOD bless
your week. Look for the perfect mistakes. People are like tea
bags - you have to put them in hot water before you know how
strong they are.

~Author Unknown~
How to be a better Christian?
Received from a friend via email….really makes sense!

Read more about the ministry at the end….. See what you think…….CC 

1. Read the Bible daily. 1 Peter 2:2 says we should desire the sincere milk of the word in order to grow. Set apart a time everyday to read your bible. It doesn't have to be a long time as long as you read a little each day. We become what we eat. 

2. Memorize the Word. David in the Psalms 119:9 and 11 said, “How shall a man cleanse his ways? by taking heed to your word. Your word have I hid in my heart that I may not sin against you.” Hiding the word in your heart helps it to become part of you and therefore makes you into what God would want you to be as a Christian. 

3. Pray. (Luke 18:1) It has been said that as couples get older they actually begin to look a little like one another. If we want to become a better Christian (Christ follower) we should spend more time with him. As we do we will become a little more like the one we are attempting to follow. 

4. Fellowship. The writer of Hebrews tells us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together. (Hebrews 10:24-5). The more time we spend with those who are trying to be better Christians we are motivated to be better Christians ourselves. We inevitably become like those we are around (1 Corinthians 15:33). 

5. Read inspiring books. (Romans 12:2) There are a lot of good Christian books out today. The more we read the better Christian we become. We need all the encouragement we can get. Someone once said, “I can't be an encouragement to others if I am not encouraged.” You don't have to spend a lot of money. You can find good Christian books at thrift store and garages sales for practically nothing. 

6. Get involved. Get involved helping others and putting your faith into practice. James 2:17 says, “Faith without works is dead.” We need a living faith if we are to become better Christians. You can be involved helping others in a myriad of different ways. A good place to start is in your local church. Ask the pastor what you can do to be a blessing. He will be thrilled. 

7. Forgiveness. (Ephesians 4:31-32) None of us are perfect. There will be those who will do us harm intentionally or unintentionally. Jesus exemplified forgiveness. If there is anything that will keep us from becoming a better Christian it will be unforgiveness. Someone once said, “unforgiveness is like drinking a cup of poison and hoping it kills the other guy.” It hurts (destroys) us and not them. 

 

	If you've been ministered to by this ministry and feel led to contribute you may do so through the following link: www.ministrymaker.com


Blessings,


Pastor Gary 


 

Kicks & Giggles

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk.

"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady.

Prayer Requests

Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 


Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10
Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
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